Howard University

Digital Howard @ Howard University
Frelinghuysen Memorabilia

Personal Papers

October 2017

Decennial Catalogue of Frelinghuysen University

Follow this and additional works at: https://dh.howard.edu/ajc_freling
Recommended Citation
"Decennial Catalogue of Frelinghuysen University" (2017). Frelinghuysen Memorabilia. 1.
https://dh.howard.edu/ajc_freling/1

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Personal Papers at Digital Howard @ Howard University. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Frelinghuysen Memorabilia by an authorized administrator of Digital Howard @ Howard University. For more information, please contact
lopez.matthews@howard.edu.

Decennial Catalogue
OF

FRELINGHUYSEN
UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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W e rededicate ourselves to the ideals of American democracy, to the
perpetuation of our faith in human brotherhood, to the promotion of
Christian manhood and womanhood, to the preservation of faith in our
selves under God and belief in the efficacy of Education to make life
livable as well as to make a living in America today under the Consti
tution.

M U U I ICJ! ' ' U

j p

3l 5

I l I ' \ C J C U s

I I V -1 1 I I t I

1
t

1
•

• ft.

*$gSm

*

•

•
•-

*
-

'

•

.

.

*

*

.

'

“

*V

'

|

. V-‘ ‘ i
5

^o a rn - RpsP^r* h C pntp-i
'

Yours for the honest to goodness American deal;
the larger opportunity, the all ’round education; the broader
brotherhood and deeper understanding of the eternal signifi
cance and beauty of human serving.
ANNA J. COOPER.
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The Frelinghuysen Group of Schools
for employed colored persons
Founded 1906 by Dr. Jesse and Mrs. Rosetta E. Lawson
School of Religion
School of Law
Academy
Opportunity
201 T Street, Northwest, Washington, D.C.
FACULTY
President— Anna J. Cooper, A.B., A .M ., Oberlin; Ph.D., Sorbonne, University of Paris.
Vice-President— Mrs. James F. Lawson, B.A., Howard University.
Secretary— Rev. Julius S. Carroll, B.A., Morgan; B.D., Drew Theological
Seminary; D.D., Morgan.
Treasurer— Charles F. M. Browne, A.B., LL.B., Howard University.
Mrs. Hyman Y . Chase, A.B., M .A., Howard University.
Mrs. M. Phipps Clark, A.B., M .A., Howard University.
Rev. R. A. Fairley, A.B., Johnson C. Smith; S.T.B., Lincoln University.
Mrs. E. E. Just, A.B., Ohio State University; M .A., Boston University.
Rev. John W . Lavall, B.Th., Howard University.
Rev. H. T. Medford, A.B., Livingstone College; B.D., Hood Theological
Seminary.
Evening classes ten hours a week daily except Saturday and Sun
day. Law from 5 to 7. Religion, 7 to 9. Academic, Secondary and Col
legiate, 8 to 10. No degrees are offered, but certified credit is given for
standard work completed. The Opportunity^ School is for unclassified
persons whose employment will not permit adjustment in regular classes,
and who are given individual instruction at such hours as may be con
venient.
Tuition in all departments is $5.00 per month for the term of eight
months, October 1 to June 1. Summer work for Opportunity School in
Academic subjects only.
The Aim : To enable men and women who cannot make their leisure
time fit into the schedule of a grade A College or University to pursue
under competent instructors the higher and broader education in such
lines as seem suited to their several capacities and aspirations.
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A Personal Foreword
It was with mingled pride and gratitude that I listened
recently at Howard’s Seventy-second Charter Day Anniver
sary when President Mordecai Johnson recounted the growth
and achievements of that great institution through the faith,
hope and love of its founders, lifting it to where it stands
today by all odds the greatest and unquestionably the only
monument in the world of a democratic nation’s generosity
and goodwill toward a formerly enslaved minority group of
distinguishable racial identity.
The nation itself has reason to be proud of Howard
University as a symbol of the sincerity of its own democracy,
the highest exponent of its ideals of social justice and Chris
tian brotherhood visualized in the patriotic dreams of Wash
ington and Jefferson; the citizens of the colored race on their
part have reason to take satisfaction in the demonstration,
if proof were needed, that the brain of the black man is ca
pable of passing the severer tests of Americanism to the
extent of appreciating and appropriating the finer culture
offered through classic as well as through modern education.
The humbler aims and achievements m the Frelinghuysen Group of Schools for Employed Colored Persons may
not seem, in this connection, wholly unimportant nor, since it
marks an effort of self-sustained resourceful initiative on
the part of that same minority group to stand on their own
feet to pluck the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, may it not
seem worthy of something more than the arrogant scorn of
self-satisfied standards and the cold shoulder of over stuffed
coffers,— an institution in fact of which the black man may
say in the words of Shakespeare’s fool, “ No great thing,
milord, but mine own”— their own, not for self-centered
exploitation or childish glorification, but as a high responsi
bility for thoughtful investments in service for the common
good.
At a time when War threatens the peace of the world,
when dictators have smothered religious freedom, when
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racial intolerance assaults the foundation principles of hu
man brotherhood, and the basic axioms of democracy are
hard pressed to defend themselves, when violence is openly
advocated as the only road to recognition, the heaviest
artillery and the subtlest poison gas the only guarantee of
security, when even avowed Democracies are hysterical with
fear of the juggernaut outside and suspicion of termites
within, at such a time, I say, enlightened patriotism wel
comes any evidence among the lowly and unprivileged that,
unmindful of snubs and sneers of snobs as to where they
shall eat, where they shall ride and where they may sing,
they are sanely and soberly going about their own business
of self improvement in honest cooperation with whatever
forces seem to make for betterment and constructive initia
tive for the general good, with the simple and unfeigned de
sire to be of service in their day and generation.
On the occasion of our recent Lincoln-Douglass-Washington program at Frelinghuysen I received from Executive
Secretary of the Junior Board of Commerce at Washington,
a letter from which I quote: “ I was particularly glad to
get the program of your celebration on February 14. It is
particularly gratifying and heartening to know that your
university is promulgating the ideals of this American de
mocracy as proclaimed by such men as Abraham Lincoln,
Frederick Douglass and George Washington.” And the able
editor of the Raleigh News and Observer writes: “ More
and more, thoughtful white men and black men realize that
anything that lifts either of them from ignorance, poverty
or disease, lifts them both.”
Two, possibly three charges alleged against recognizing
the Frelinghuysen Schools are plainly irrefutable. They
are: 1. that we are impecunious, which interpreted into
plain English is “poor” ; 2. we are “ not big” as to numbers;
and 3. that we (meaning “ me” of course) are “ old."
On the first charge the late Dr. Larned, then president
of the Board of Education, countered, when importuned with
questioning as to what we should do to be saved from official
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extinction: “ I regard the New York standard of $500,000
for endowment a proper prerequisite for licensing an institu
tion of higher learning.” Now manifestly I could not see
whether the learned Doctor had his tongue in his cheek when
he wrote this sentiment to members of a racial group the
labor of whose forebears had all gone unrequited and for
whom the term “ collective bargaining” was an impossible
concept. Be that as it may, we did not let the last ounce of
our courage ooze out of our boots at the toe, but getting a
fresh grip on the straps we shot back with good old Bobby
Burns:
“ Is there for honest poverty
Wha hangs his head and a’ that?
The coward slave! we pass him by,
We dare be poor, for a’ that!”
On the second count as to our numbers, two differing
views may be taken. Putting aside our own very probable
insufficiency to cope with an over-crowded school, it is quite
certain that 100 students at $5.00 each per month in case all
paid up would have no trouble finding a manager among to
day’s jobless college men regardless of race or color. Frankly,
however, I do not think that alternative desirable. I do not
believe in and I would not choose mass production and fac
tory methods in education even among the most favored for
whom the American atmosphere drips with cultural oppor
tunities like the dews of Heaven.
In a definitely special
sense would the big numbers program work disastrously for
any segregated people who are sedulously cut off from the
open currents and contacts of converse, theaters, lectures,
operas and even the simple amenities of civilized intercourse,
and whose only escape from complete intellectual isolation
is in the radiating personalities of teachers who know them
as individuals, not as mere names on rotating cards to be
dismissed with a percentage mark at the end of each
semester.
Jean Jacques Rousseau in “ Emile” outlines a scheme of
education realizable only in individual teaching such as we
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have in the Opportunity School. Multiply indefinitely the
number of pupils per teacher, adding the stimulus of creat
ing salaries for the trade and you have the spiritual inter
play of mind on mind completely swamped under a perfectly
mechanized system. In such a lock-step of tests and mea
surements, of homogeneous groupings and I. Q. verdicts, the
dumb despair of our group of workers would be pitiful to con
template. Here as in a congenial family the strong can help
the weak without suspicion of cribbing, the teacher can en
courage initiative and foster leadership without being ac
cused of window dressing with an eye to self-centered pro
motions; and so we are neither discouraged by the modest
size of our classes knowing that a maximum of service for
the individual is thus attained, nor do we strain at high
pressure advertising to increase our enrollment. We are
sure that only those who really hunger for the plain but
wholesome fare we have to offer will pass by the glamor and
glitter of the cabarets and pool rooms, the movies and
dances to seek here what offers neither degrees nor jobs, nor
“ infloonce” but only the solid foundations of a more satis
factory and serviceable adjustment to the duties and respon
sibilities of life.
Men still under training in our School of Religion which,
incidentally, is the only non-sectarian evening school in
Washington where Negroes may apply whatever their quali
fications, can be found in as many churches and Sunday
Schools assisting the pastor, substituting for him when
absent, taking active part in all the regular services and lend
ing a ready hand and loyal support in all institutional and
social work of their several congregations. After graduation
we find them filling responsible and useful posts not only in
Washington but in other parts of the country such as the
Rev. J. S. Miller in Washington, the Reverends Fauntleroy
in Elmira, N.Y., Barnes in Arkansas, and others. In a word
our students as a whole, from whatever department they
hail, carry the mark of sane and sober Americans, who in
every case are ready to put shoulder to wheel for human
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betterment wherever they are. They have learned in school
to put character and service before degrees and percentages
and their fruitage in social and religious helpfulness bears
living testimony to the worthwhileness of our work here.
We subscribe wholeheartedly and unanimously to the
doctrine that the only solution of our interracial problems
is honest cooperation for community betterment (community
connoting the whole as sum of all its parts). That the divine
right to serve is also “ unalienable,” belonging to the weak
as to the strong, to small as to great, to poor as to rich. And
one’s contribution should be limited only by capacity for
giving on the one hand and on the other should be evaluated
only on the basis of the purity of motive and the sincerity
of the sacrifice.
The ultimate test and unerring measurement in all our
educational projects should rest upon the character of such
serving. No teacher of whatever degrees is worth his salt
who can not or does not loyally and intelligently “ pass” this
test; and no education by whomsoever offered is worth what
it costs if it does not fairly and squarely embrace these objec
tives in its aims and ideals. Although our “ little” candle
may not throw its beams so far as others in the naughty
world, we still may hope the offering will not go unblest by
the One Perfect Teacher and Critic even as He blessed the
widow’s mite because she had given all that she had. Further
more our “ little” has the seeds and promise of growth if
given the chance. We are not “ grown” as the midget who
answered the giant’s jibe with “ I’m as big for me as you are
for you.”
Individuals die but ideas live on and fructify. We have
the example of Oberlin College struggling through the mud
and poverty of northern Ohio with seven students from Lane
Seminary in Cincinnati who had an idea to put across and
were willing to plant it and let it grow. Temple University
in Philadelphia that lately celebrated its seventy-fifth anni
versary by conferring an honorary degree on the President
of the United States, has developed from similar humble
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beginnings. And now if Mark Hopkins at end of a log with
one earnest learner is ample ground to constitute a “ Univer
sity,” in the language of the street we are on our way. We
own the log. And while not ourselves comparable to Mark
Hopkins, we have a faculty able altogether to make up the
deficiency of the leader and we have more students than
either Oberlin or Temple had at the start. Harking back
to first principles for the teacher’s job, we profess to teach
reading, writing, thinking,— a crying need, we believe, for
this machine age, a conservative principle in our educational
system to ballast and steady the boat on even keel for its
perilous passage, keen insight and sympathetic understand
ing on the part of the teaching fraternity as to the age-old,
but ever fresh value of straight thinking and noble living
for their contagious influence from teacher to taught and for
getting a proper perspective for the machine, so that the
pressure for mass production of machine-men and the test
ing and measuring in a hectic hunt for super-men will not
lose sight of the ultimate essential, namely, the making of
Men plus the building of a cultural civilization.
As I see it the opposition to the Frelinghuysen project
on the ground of numbers springs primarily from a mistaken
association of ideas on the part of hard-fisted practical men
whose business it is to protect society against the soft philan
thropies of sob sisters. “ It is not mete to take the children’s
bread and cast it to dogs.” True, but verily, we have not
asked for even the crumbs that fall from the master’s tables.
In dealing with the public school system a subject falling
close to the margin of ten pupils for a class would have to be
dropped for disturbing the prorated average of cost per
pupil. But we are on our own. Like Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab
bage Patch, we simply cut our garment according to the
cloth and add a little more water if the soup doesn’t go
around. But seriously, our economies are only on the display
side. Weak power may be expected to produce no very
startling results. We claim exception however, on the teach
ing side. Our teachers are second to none, and our experi
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ence enables us to enunciate the broad principle that a
teacher’s efficiency is in inverse ratio to his interest in pay
checks.
This does not mean that we advocate small salaries for
teachers where adequate compensation may be had. But we
do mean that none who put need of salary before the oppor
tunity for service are wanted at Frelinghuysen. Conse
quently it hardly seems either wise or partiotic for Wash
ington dictators to suppress a self-sustained service which is
undeniably beneficial to a more or less neglected group simply
because it fails to measure up to a norm established for the
most favored classes. At the very least we might be allowed
to struggle on with our task, granted the mercy of silent con
tempt without its bitterest sting of active repression or dis
crediting coercion.
Struggle for mere survival is life’s decree for all who are
fit to survive. Self-Help is the elemental assignment of
efficiency. But Service is the crowning joy of God’s elect.
May we modestly add the claim that Service within a segre
gated group, so long as it is not selfishly narrowed from
within, is service of the whole and essentially compatible
with the desire to be a good neighbor in whatever environ
ment. Such in the final analysis should have the approval
and Godspeed of the forces that make for righteousness
throughout the Universe. We therefore may be permitted
to dismiss this second argument against official recognition
of our work with these words from the pen of James Weldon
Johnson:
“ The main difficulty with our problem in Ameri
ca today lies not so much in the actual condition of
the blacks as in the mental attitude of the whites.
And a mental attitude not based on truth can be
changed more easily than actual conditions. The
burden of the question is not that the whites are
struggling to save ten million moribund people from
sinking into hopeless ignorance, poverty and bar
barity in their very midst; but that they are unwill
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ing to open certain doors of opportunity and accord
certain treatment to ten million aspiring, educationand-property-acquiring people.”
We come finally to the third and last indictment against
our carrying on this work with the recognition and approval
of the controlling Powers in the District, namely, our age.
And our pleading is “ Guilty as charged,” with no extenuat
ing circumstances, and no recommendations for mercy.
It is with sincere regret I record that the official who,
not unkindly I think, offered this criticism has already gone
to his reward. While “ leaves have their time to fall” the
Grim Reaper relentlessly gathers them in regardless, and
though there is nothing quite so certain as death, there is
also nothing nearly so uncertain as the when, the where and
the how of it. It is just this that gives poignancy to the
advised plan of the Honorable Senator Capper of Kansas
who writes:
“ For years I have admired and appreciated the work
this institution is attempting to do, and the success which
has accompanied its efforts. I know something of the dif
ficulties which face you of Frelinghuysen University, of the
heroic struggles you have made and are making to cope with
these difficulties. And I want to congratulate the institution
and those connected with it from its beginning up to the
present time for the high class services they have given
their race and their country. It is my hope that I may be
of assistance to you in your worthy objective of becoming
associated with Howard University while at the same time
retaining your distinctive field of furnishing enlarged educa
tional opportunities for adults who are unable for good rea
sons to attend the universities and colleges during the hours
usually devoted to education activities. It is the aspiration
of Frelinghuysen as I understand it, to gather in and help
those seekers after knowledge and truth who cannot, on ac
count of having to earn their living from day to day, avail
themselves of the advantages of other institutions of higher
learning.
“ And permit me to say that you are living up to your
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opportunities in an admirable way. The job ahead for you
and for those outside like myself who believe in the work
you are doing is to enlarge those opportunities and enable
Frelinghuysen to serve still more of your people, and to
serve them with better physical facilities as the years go by.
May we see that day come, and come soon. Again I wish to
congratulate you, Dr. Cooper, upon carrying on the work of
Dr. Lawson, giving to those who come to you a practical
education for efficient service, moral, social and religious.”
(Signed) Arthur Capper.”
It will be seen from correspondence cited elsewhere that
Senator Capper’s plan for “ annexation” with Howard Uni
versity involves no idea of assault on either the income or
the prestige of that deservedly far-famed institution. The
notion of university extension is one familiar to all liberal
minded educators. It is nothing more nor less than the ap
plication of the missionary spirit, of Christianity to the com
pleted circle of social service. “ Let your light shine among
men.” Carry the college into the town. Lead away from
cloistered self culture on to human contacts with world
needs. Make your education vital by giving it the broad
sweep and long stretch from the gutter to the hilltop.
There are in Washington by actual count in the neigh
borhood of 300 extension or evening schools specially plan
ned to help Government employes and other workers.
Not
one of these schools would entertain an application from a
colored person whatever his standing or qualifications.
Howard University, the one institution designed specially
to benefit Negroes, is under pressure to measure up to all
the requirements of an A No. 1 American college and uni
versity. Therefore it has had to shut down on all part time
professors as well as part time students, to close all evening
classes and cut off all undergraduate students and secondary
school subjects. To enter the School of Religion or Law one
must have an A.B. degree from an accredited college and
must be able to devote full time to study and research require
ments. It is not difficult to see that to enrich and complete
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its service to the colored race, Howard University needs just
such a handmaiden as the Frelinghuysen Group of Schools
is ready to offer, and that Frelinghuysen would gratefully
profit by the recognition of its offering in having her youth
renewed and her future assured by such a happy marriage
of mutual respect and confidence.
Concluding, I apologize for an over-long personal fore
word. June 1, 1939 marks the tenth commencement of my
administration. It would seem to demand some account of
my stewardship and to justify my own desire to make the
account full and clear. Hence the “ Decennial Catalogue”
wherein the “ Tenth Annual” is correct though the “ catalogue”
may seem stretched a bit to cover a deal of water that has
passed over the wheel meantime.
Faith remains that the work is tremendously worth
while though one’s own contribution be feeble; hope grows
stronger that as the years go by an ever increasing number
of those who have the privilege of a steady job, while earn
ing their living may here avail themselves of the opportunity
for study and broadening contacts with books and thoughtful
teachers. Of course there will always be battles to be fought
for “ Right forever on the scaffold,” just as mayhap the
world will never be rid of luckless wights who care for none
of these things. None-the-less the faith and hope and love
spent in such service is too satisfying to be thought of as a
sacrifice, and too rich in priceless compensations of friend
ships and congenial associations to call for the barest sug
gestion of sympathy or merit the slightest admiration or
praise from the outside world. For after all it is “ Faith in
and work toward something eminently worthy rather than
irritation over what is pathetically helpless, that furnishes
the master key to all Life’s highest endeavor and makes the
whole both understandable and replete with contented joy.
ANNA J. COOPER.

History
Frelinghuysen University has grown out of a humble
branch of the Bible Educational Association of Washington,
D.C., and was organized by Jesse Lawson in his own home
on April 27, 1906.
A sketch written by its founder gives an account of its
early struggles and steadfast aim:
“A campaign was inaugurated for the education
and social salvation of the unreached, for special
instruction in social service and a better education
for persons who had no opportunity for intellectual
training in their earlier days and who were then
and are now compelled to work for a living.”
In another place Doctor Lawson, the devoted founder
and life-long inspiration and supporter of Frelinghuysen
says:
“ A practical education for efficient service,—
moral, social, religious, no less than mental and
artistic, is the basic principle underlying the educa
tional scheme of Frelinghuysen University. We aim
in all our work to cultivate the Christian Mission
ary spirit, to instil into our students a patriotic love
of home and country, obedience to the laws of God
and man, and a sincere intelligent striving for har
monious relations between white and colored
Americans.”
Mr. Lawson died November 5, 1927.
I was elected to succeed him in 1929 but, inasmuch as
my term of service at Dunbar High School did not expire
until the end of that fiscal year, I was inducted into office as
president in June 1930 at the Metropolitan A.M.E. Church
on Baccalaureate Sunday.
As might be expected after any interregnum, a bewilder
ing debt confronted the new management with no appropria
tions to draw on save the “ expectation” of tuition after the
fall opening October 1. It was clear that a scheme had to be
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worked out for establishing the financial integrity of the
institution and for meeting both past and current obliga
tions. On the property at 217 I Street, there was a mortgage
of $12,000 under which the trustees had contracted to pay
$75 per month already four months in arrears. Sixty of the
seventy-five dollars was interest. Other items were:
Previous winter’s coal bill............................ $ 90.60
Arrears in water rent....................................
8.75
Fire insurance ($8 arrears, $33 advance) ..
41.00
Electric company arrears...........................
12.88
District Title Company...............................
25.00
Bonding treasurer, secretary and registrar
15.00
Bill on Corpus Juris......................................
57.05
A year old check cashed by S. L. McLaurin
97.00
<
Total ................................... $347.28
The plan adopted to carry on was to pay each teacher
according to pupil load. One-fourth the whole tuition from
each department going for instruction, three-fourths being
available for the mortgage debt, and current expenses, heat,
light, janitor’s service, etc.
The Board voted that income from all departments of
the school should pass through the one channel to the trea
surer and that all checks for expenditures should be signed
by treasurer and secretary and countersigned by the presi
dent of the institution, vouchers being kept and regularly
audited.
I can say with pardoned pride that the plan worked out
that first year with mathematical exactness, the secretary’s
report showing the back debts canceled and credit established
in most cases where it had been impaired or under a cloud.
A balance of $5.71 was in our favor in June 1931 as against
$347.28 on the debit side in October 1930.
In March 1931 I issued the following circular:

FRELINGHUYSEN UNIVERSITY

To the Alumni and Former Students of
Frelinghuysen University.
Dear Friends:
It seems to me that not only every graduate of
Frelinghuysen University, but every student, every
individual who has ever come in touch with any de
partment or phase of its work from the day of its
inception in 1906 to the present, every citizen of the
United States in fact who has felt in his own life or
heard through the experience of others the earnest
devoted efforts of Jesse Lawson for the advancement
of his race and the educational improvement espe
cially of the under-privileged, every lover, I say, of
progress, peace and good-will among men, each and
all should thrill at the opportunity to honor that
name and to carry forward the ideal for which Jesse
Lawson worked, suffered and died.
To all who believe in this worthy ideal and
this immensely worthwhile undertaking I appeal to
make this twenty-fifth anniversary the year for set
tling forever the location of a Home for this institu
tion by clearing from debt and future embarrass
ment the building at 217 I Street, Northwest, to be
known henceforth as the Jesse Lawson Building of
Frelinghuysen University.
The debt is $12,000. We have been paying on
it $75 per month, $60 of which goes to interest. This
is disheartening and ruinous. Fifteen dollars a
month to the good on principal of that size would
take a lifetime to make even a dent in it. It is like
trying to dip up the ocean with a beggar’s tin cup.
A shoulder-to-shoulder stand and a move all to
gether can wipe out that debt by our next Com
mencement. We want to do it. Will YOU join
hands and help put it across? Every graduate,
every student, every friend of Frelinghuysen and
its founder— five dollars each from 2,400, ten dollars
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each from 1,200, will accomplish it. Send your check
to Mrs. R. E. Lawson, 2011 Vermont Avenue, North
west. We want to see you at Commencement, this
twenty-fifth anniversary of the work of Jesse
Lawson when we earnestly desire to dedicate this
building- to his memory and to the cause of Educa
tion forever. What one believes in he is willing to
sacrifice for. If we really believe in self-help for our
own education we will give not only when giving is
easy, but give even when it hurts.
On class night in commencement week “ The Ser
vant in the House” will be put on at the Armstrong
Auditorium, the net proceeds of which will go to the
building fund.
You are invited and earnestly entreated to share
in this event..........
Sincerely and faithfully yours for the progress
o f the right sort of “ higher education,” the broadest
and best education through contacts with and in
terest in the best thought and noblest achievements
of the ages, the only education for producing sane
citizenship, intelligent dependable character and
truly worth while lives.
ANNA J. COOPER.
Some things failed that we attempted in trying to save
the Wilder Building. “ The Servant in the House” had to be
given up for lack of support. Certain colored men of means
who were importuned to underwrite the mortgage refused.
And the banks declared it an unsafe risk. Finally it was
foreclosed notwithstanding the fact that for our own time,
i. e. from October ’30 to June ’31 the $75 monthly payments
had been regularly made as stipulated. It may be suspected
that the swing to my home, 201 T Street, Northwest, was
premeditated and that it was a great chance for the president
to pocket a big rental for her own residence. Such is not the
case.
The trustees appointed a committee to find a suitable
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place that could be available by June 11, the date when we
must vacate. Several were proposed and looked over, but
when terms were considered it was found that a large initial
payment was demanded, in every case beyond our means.
Dr. Wilder himself made a personal offer to resubmit
the same house on the personal note of the president. I re
fused on the ground that it involved too heavy a responsi
bility and made too complicated a problem. The trustees
had some sort of understanding with Mr. S. L. McLaurin for
free office rooms for his law practice for ten years and
naturally he was disposed to hold them to it as long as any
vested right or show of right remained in that property.
Apparently at wit’s end I offered premises at 201 T
Street, Northwest, reserving for family use of president and
custodian three bedrooms, pantry, dining room and kitchen
and furnishing the school six class rooms beside the presi
dent’s and registrar’s offices. A five-year lease drawn by
Lawyer Chaplin and signed by the trustee committee of three:
Mrs. Rosetta E. Lawson, Dr. S’imeon L. Carson and Mr.
Campbell Johnson as party of the first part and by Anna J.
Cooper, party of the second part, was after full discussion
accepted by the Board, Messrs. Lankford and Russell dis
senting, the latter resigning and the former showing no fur
ther interest in the sessions of the Board.
I want to make it understood that it was not my inten
tion to rent but to bequeth this property, the result of my
unaided earnings and industry to the cause for which my
whole life has stood. But the bequest must be made in such
a way that no misguided dickering hereafter can fritter it
away or alienate it from the purpose originally determined.
The group of schools known as Frelinghuysen University
accepted the lease with privilege of indefinite extension and
the Hannah Stanley Opportunity School, Inc., one of that
group holds that title as final legatee under covenant as fol
lows: Term perpetual; Object to hold the property known
as 201 T Street, Northwest, Washington, D.C. permanently
for Education Development of Colored Americans and to see
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that in outward circumstances as well as actual performance
and progressive spirit it shall carry forward with efficiency,
dignity and harmonious team work the expressed purpose
and plan of the bequest.
The trustees, seven in number, shall be self-perpetuat
ing and on the death of a member the choice of successor
for that member shall be unanimous. Signed. Samuel D.
Matthews, W. H. C. Brown, Louise K. Pickett, Anna J.
Cooper, G. Smith Wormley (deceased), Charles F. M.
Browne, Lula Love Lawson, Ethelyn G. Johnson.
This in no way limits the University or hinders its ex
pansion by acquiring other properties in other localities or
adjoining this whenever or wherever its trustees have means
and opportunities for purchase. But no man or body of
men shall have the right to mortgage or sell or in any sense
to alienate the property known as 201 T Street, Northwest,
devised to the trustees of the Hannah Stanley Opportunity
School of Frelinghuysen University and devoted in perpetuo
to Education of Colored Adults.
In this connection I want to say I have no wish to pose
as a heroine or magnify the sacrifice I make in thus devoting
the earnings of a life spent in teaching to a continuation of
the benefits of teaching for the people I have served. There
is no sacrifice in doing the thing one loves to do, and on the
material side, while I do claim the motive is not selfish, the
bargain is a good business proposition.
As a school the property will be exempt from taxation
and it is entrusted to the hands of men and women whose
character is a guarantee that it will remain a monument to
the social efficiency of Colored Americans and, as I hope, a
silent vindicator of their culture, their moral strength and
their altruistic initiative.
It is decidedly to my advantage, and, whether advan
tageous pecuniarily or not, it is most emphatically satisfying
to my desires and to my judgment, that the small accretion
my labor has contributed to the common weal shall not be
allowed to take the usual course from shirtsleeves to shirt
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sleeves nor, through ignorance and mismanagement be gob
bled up by sharks and shysters before a generation shall have
passed. At the same time I claim the one private and per
sonal right and privilege to honor my mother by giving her
name to this monument I have dedicated to the educational
and social advancement of her race.
Realizing that I can bequeath only my equity and can
not prevent foreclosure so long as there is a mortgage ever
so small, I am now anxiously using my best endeavors to
wipe out the last vestiges of debt in order that the trustees
of Hannah Stanley Opportunity may be entirely free from
embarrassment in view of my death. The property has been
assessed as high as $20,000. The only lien now existing has
been reduced to $3,400, interest at 5 per cent, held by the
Teachers’ Benefit and Annuity Association, and is being met
by installments of $50 per month from my private income.
I want the public to know that not one dollar from
the income of Frelinghuysen University, whether from stu
dents’ tuitions in any of its departments or from Alumni
contributions, is expended in this transaction or in the gen
eral upkeep of the premises; and I accept no salary as presi
dent.
The University is advantaged, however, by being given
permanency and a basis for financial stability which defeats
triumphantly, with finality and without the possibility of
resurrection either in this generation or the next, that most
serious and hard-boiled objection to its recognition on the
part of its critics and traducers; namely, that having no
abiding place, we were shifting as the sands and without
assurance as to our survival in the struggle for existence.
We offer further a perpetual gage of future persistence and
sustained self-determination when we guarantee the public
that no dollar donated as unearned investment in our work
ing capital shall be spent in current consumption such as
salaries, rent, heating, lighting, janitor’s or other services.
Every philanthropic donation goes to Endowment of Fre-
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linghuysen University and will be deposited under perma
nent United States security.
Such a fund was begun this past year by the alumni of
the University under the leadership of Miss Fletcher Mae
Howell, of the Virginia W.M.U., honor student of the Law
Class of 1934. The plan provides that every dollar contrib
uted shall be receipted for by the Secretary and Treasurer
and deposited to the credit of the Frelinghuysen University
Endowment with the Perpetual Building Association, Wash
ington, D.C.
We rely on the devotion and professional zeal of our
teachers who are and must always be of superior qualifica
tions and well-known fitness in scholarly attainments, integ
rity of morals and first-rate teaching ability, but "who come
to us as community service without expecting commercial
profit or selfish exploitation.
A scramble over salaries and ephemeral promotions is
the most sickening disaster that can befall any educational
undertaking from which in the language of the Prayer Book
on behalf of Frelinghuysen we shall always fervently pray:
“ Good Lord, deliver us!” The little that we have, however, is
justly apportioned from the actual earnings of the pupil
load and is kept as bountiful as the number of pupils may
justify. Every teacher thus has an interest in helping to
build up the school, and so a fine spirit of earnest coopera
tion makes a most delightful atmosphere of congenial work
ers rendering the entire relationship of teachers with teach
ers, students with students and teachers with students, pe
culiarly helpful and inspiring.
With the lowering of overhead expense since our year
in Dr. Wilder’s building, the income for instruction has been
increased from the one-fourth of that first year to a half in
all departments. We have thought best, too, to equalize pay
ments of all instructors doing the same work, regardless of
the number temporarily in their classes; payments which
we do not dignify as salary (Latin, money for salt), but.
merely as carfare for the one trip per week for all alike.
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THE PRESIDENT’S 1932-33 REPORT
The following is from my annual report to the Board
of Trustees:
1932-’33, which is the third of our incumbency, under
pressure of the universally distressing condition of our peo
ple and also with the hope of increasing our enrollment, we
have ventured, after consultation with our executive com
mittee, to make the drastic cut to five dollars the month for
tuition in the law and academic departments— a cut of 50
per cent for students of law and 33 1-3 per cent for the col
lege or from ten to five and from seven-fifty to five, respec
tively.
Again, to raise the standard in Law to the four-year
course required for Evening Schools, we have received with
out charge on their written pledge to make suitable return
to their alma mater whenever their capacity to pay renders
it possible, a graduate Law study class of our own threeyear diploma group. And again, in answer to a petition
from the class in Embalming setting forth their inability
to keep in school at the rates charged, in consequence of losa
of jobs and cuts in wages, we have, with the consent of the
embalming faculty, granted the one-third reduction asked
for, namely, from one hundred and fifty to one hundred
dollars for the course. These measures have been taken with
clear knowledge of the monetary sacrifice involved on the
part of your executive and undoubtedly should be appreciated
by both trustees and students.
The strictest economy has been practiced from the first
and a most conscientious discrimination in the application
of every penny paid in. The sixty-three dollars rent on the
building is never spent by me as private income, but punc
tiliously deposited in a Savings Department and applied to
principal on the mortgage of $5,000 held by the U.S. Sav
ings Bank. The interest is met from my personal income;
likewise upkeep, repairs, coal, gas, electricity, etc. Mani
festly, therefore, we can save the day at the figures men
tioned only by wholehearted support and the momentum of
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increased numbers. And our only fear is just here: the ele
mental Freudian fear of being left alone.
Colored men and women in organizations do not “ team
up” and steam up as do white men. There is too often the
green-eyed monster just around the corner that holds the
leash on whole-souled adoption of any measure that prom
ises too large a success for one of our own. And it is right
here that trustees, faculties and students can prove them
selves superior to the pettiness of jealousy and the paralysis
of indifference and self-seeking by a hearty response to the
call for cooperation.
We have abolished, happily I think, the custom of call
ing on trustees for contributions in money for meeting needs
of the school. But every trustee and every student who
believes in the worthwhileness of this work and the honesty
of those who carry it on, can, and I maintain ought to hold
up its morale and increase its efficiency by bringing in more
students and by emphasizing to others the superior advan
tages and opportunities here offered. Frankly, I do not see
that the school has had that sort of help either from its
trustees or its faculties in the past. Exploiting rather than
boosting has too often crippled and stultified its progress;
and a lack of devotion to the noble ideals of education and
human betterment has left our public cold to the real need
of a school of this sort at the nation’s capital.
A splendid opportunity to help the school and at the
same time help a struggling student is to establish scholar
ships for worthy students, giving paid-up tuitions to indi
viduals of proven ability and character. The Anna J. Cooper
scholarship of $60 thus furnished the first entrant to Miss
Merritt’s course in education. In the same year I made an
appeal to the Interdenominational Council of Ministers’
Wives: “ That a most worthy missionary project for a body
of organized Christian is to undertake to educate for service
some struggling worker who longs for the goal but lacks the
means to attain it.” Every congregation of considerable
size has knowledge of some such individual whom it would
be a Christ-like task to help along the way.
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Nearer home the same sort of appeal was made to our
Alumni Association to pay one dollar a year for five years
for scholarship aid to some worthy student instead of the
expensive spread at the Whitelaw for an hour’s gormandiz
ing. And now the same suggestion may be made to the trus
tees of a worthwhile charity for individuals or organiza
tions; e. g., a student in our Embalming Department who is
a relative of one who is giving valued service in one of our
churches is on the point of dropping out for lack of funds;
a worthy student and a useful member of that congregation
which does not seem to have had the idea presented of con
tributing scholarship aid as useful home-missionary activity.
I think, if I may be pardoned for criticizing, that there
is a looseness in our arithmetic in these matters. I have
heard members of this board complain that we should adver
tise more; that we bring and keep the school before the pub
lic— “ go into the highways and hedges and compel them to
come in.” My friends, we could have tomorrow more stu
dents than we can accommodate if we could afford free schol
arships or even offer chances for students to work their way.
I could show you pathetic letters from far-away Florida,
from nearby Virginia and other states, begging for a chance
to work. I have to answer very promptly that the unem
ployment situation in Washington renders it imperative that
we hold out no such inducement. Some of the richest col
leges in the country are begging for scholarships and foun
dations that they may help worthy students to remain in
school. We seem to imagine that one more student can
always be carried for nothing if only the teacher is friendly
to that student and consents to his remaining in class.
What a splendid opportunity, on the other hand, for such
a teacher to interest hitnself and his friends to make up the
tuition for such a student and thus enable him to stay in
school. I want to say that the one student— Miss C. G.—
whom I kept, by paying for from my own pocket, had
"the promise of the Alumni Scholarship mentioned above,
only three dollars of which has been paid to date. A promis-
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ing young man has had to drop out from the School of Religion because I could not permit him to keep on without
paying something.
A school is not a band wagon, mostly noise and whoop
ing up a crowd. And we do not intend to commercialize our
proper functioning. What we have to offer is “ Good Teach
ing.” That is our trade, and we believe that those who ap
preciate community service will recognize its worth on in
specting our goods.
A licensing school official reports vaguely, sight unseen:
“ Equipment limited,” and our trustees cannot know without
being informed that for the work we profess to do our equip
ment, on the authority of an old and experienced educator,
ranks as excellent for a school of this size.
On the wall of the classroom for anatomy and physiol
ogy for the Embalmers hangs a combination chart presented
by a member of my family which Mr. Dabney pronounces
one of the finest he has ever seen. I invite you to exa'mine
it.
In every classroom is an unabridged dictionary— a con
summation never attained in the colored high school where
I had the honor of requisitioning such useful “ equipment”
for many of my 43 years therein. We have five full sets of
encyclopedias, including the Britannica; several sets of his
tories, including Ridpath’s, H. G. Wells’ Outlines, Guizot,
Freeman, Crecy, March’s Thesaurus and other reference
works of use to the student in History-English courses.
We subscribe to the Atlantic, Forum, Nation, Crisis,
Opportunity, Christian, Mercury, Literary Digest, besides
the Washington dailies and the Book-of-the-Month Club,
which brings monthly the most outstanding book selected by
such readers as Dorothy Canfield, Heywood Broun, Christo
pher Morley, William Allen White and Henry Seidel Canby.
These books and periodicals are used by our students freely
and they constitute what I consider no mean addition to the
school’s equipment. We are thus assured of the students’
best tools, an up-to-date source of reading matter— fiction,
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non-fiction, history, science, reference books; in short, the
sort of equipment that constitutes the atmosphere of a place
to study and contacts through intelligently sympathetic
teachers always ready to point the way.
For the Law School a law library of upwards of 4,000
volumes deserves special mention, though it is well known
to the trustees, having been acquired before my day.
An important unit in our group of schools concerning
which your reporting official desires to make a clear state
ment and a candid declaration of purpose is the Jesse Lawson School of Social Service. You understand that what con
stitutes a “ university” is a “ group of schools.”
The name of this University was chosen for reasons of
his own by its founder himself. He had also given a name
to the John M. Langston School of Law and the Samuel G.
Miller School of Religion. There was not a distinct School
of Social Service, although in my opinion such a school would
most fittingly characterize Mr. Lawson’s distinctive contribu
tion to the service of his race. And I crave the honor, if my
efforts ever reach goal, of adding such a school standarized
and recognized under the name of the founder of this move
ment for adult education among Negroes.
We have the approval of the Council of Social Agencies
and had last year as teachers, Miss McGuire, Miss Bradley
and Miss Regan from the National Catholic School of Social
Service, and this year, Miss Northcutt from the Associated
Charities. But there are lions in„the way.
A school of Social Service must be under the centralized
management whose headquarters is in New York. It must
require a full college course for entrance. There are at
present only two in the entire country for training of colored
workers— one in Atlanta founded by the Urban League, the
other at Raleigh under the Episcopal Church.
Now the notion prevails that a third school admittedly
needed by Washington should be at Howard University with
its corps of professors and adequate salaries already at hand.
The president of Howard has told me that he could have, at
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any moment the money for such a unit but he is not ready
for expansion in that direction. Neither the school in Atlanta
nor the one at Raleigh is part of the university in the same
town and a simple gesture of college extension like that be
tween Catholic University and the National School of Social
Service would allow sufficient reciprocity for our needs. But
this is the situation at present: Washington needs a train
ing school for Social Service Workers. Social Agencies here
send to Atlanta and Raleigh to find needed workers. Our
citizens balk at going South to get the course and what is
more, the social agencies in the Southern Cities are not favor
able to the advent of colored candidates. Howard hesitates
or refuses to adopt such a school while Frelinghuysen is
eager for the privilege, asking only that the name Jesse
Lawson, its founder, be attached.
While waiting for the gordian knot to be cut our college
class has been receiving lectures on social case work regu
larly on Wednesday from Miss Northcutt, a graduate of the
University of Missouri and post graduate in Education and
Social Science from Johns Hopkins. These lectures are in
forming and of course valuable. They do not count on a
degree in a standard college but are of great practical benefit
in understanding and dealing with social problems as non
professional workers. Miss Northcutt takes no pay for her
service, neither did the teachers from the Catholic School.
Just the same I feel indebted to them and am sure the trus
tees will appreciate their cordial and sympathetic service.
In conclusion allow me without shame to ask support of
the trustees in this latest effort to add to our endowment in
a nation-wide appeal to all believers in the education of our
laboring classes. You have just received a letter asking in
the spirit of the Christmas Season the gift of one dollar from
my personal friends.
This is not charity nor is it a contribution to meet daily
wants and needs. I desire to make it very clear that not one
penny of these gifts will be spent by anyone connected with
the school. This is an investment in Negro Education and
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goes to endow Frelinghuysen University. It will be im
mediately deposited by our treasurer to credit of that fund
at compound interest from date of deposit. I have not yet
nearly exhausted my list of 500 friends, and already my
heart is made glad by heartening replies some of which you
will pardon my reading.
If any trustee or friend is willing to relay this letter
or to write a personal one within the circle of his or her
own influence saying you would be glad to have your friend
reenforce your own interest in the work by becoming an
investor in this sinking fund for Frelinghuysen, I believe
great results may be expected. For this is a work that must
appeal to every self-respecting Negro in the U.S.A. and gives
an opportunity to put our dollars into the most productive,
the sanest and the most soul-satisfying enterprise in America,
namely, the broadening of horizons, and the boosting of
aspirations of a circumscribed and unprivileged group of
our brothers into a more abundant life; for
“ ’Tis life whereof our souls are scant,
More life and fuller— this we want.”
Following is the appeal referred to in the 1932-’33 re
port above. I regret to add that it was before the Roosevelt
overhauling of the “ money changers” and we have been un
able to obtain an accounting for one penny of it.
Dear Friend:
Our little Endowment Fund has stood at $85.00
for a year. You remember it was started as a
“ building fund.” We had the problem of trying to
secure the I Street House with a $12,000 mortgage
hanging on to it. Now that the University has a
permanent home that cannot be sold over its head
we want to address ourselves to the less perplexing
task of steady but sure endowment, and I have de
cided to appeal personally to five hundred friends (I
hope I have that many) for a Christmas gift of one
dollar to the Endowment Fund of Frelinghuysen
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University. Of course we shall not be offended at
receiving a larger sum from any whose generosity
may spurn to give just a dollar, and remember that
no donation great or small will be subject to check
for current expenses. All gifts are deposited at
interest in the Savings department of Industrial
Savings Bank and cannot be withdrawn for any pur
pose whatever.
Sincerely yours,
ANNA J. COOPER.
Make checks payable to Frelinghuysen University.
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To make two opportunities grow where one grew before.

Deeded by Anna J. Cooper to the School for Adult Education in 1933.

Left to right, front row: Theodora Raines, Lucius Robertson, Frances
Wood, Mildred Cousar; second row: Clifton Aukward, Barkley Cross,
James C. W yatt, Joseph Howard; third row: William H. Andrews,
Joe Tyson, John H. Holloway.

L A W LIBR AR Y

File cases and the Sterling Brown library bequeathed the School of
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Mein Kampf
The story of my “ struggle” for recognition remains to
he told.
In 1929 the Congress of the United States saw fit in its
wisdom to place in the hands of the local Board of Education
power to license all institutions of higher learning in the
District of Columbia. The act was timely and judicious,
calculated to forestall any educational quackery, especially to
prevent that form of selfish commercialism that would use
the name and prestige of the nation’s capital to sell by cor
respondence diplomas and college degrees to the gullible
throughout the world. The late Mr. Carusi, then president
of the Board, remarked that the law should be interpreted as
intending no obstruction or embarrassment to any school
giving honest and capable educational service.
The Act of Congress expressly names four heads under
which the Board of Education before granting license may
require satisfactory evidence:
1. That trustees, managers, etc. are of good repute and
qualified to conduct an institution of learning.
2. That degrees be awarded only after quantity and
quality of work are commensurate with reputable institu
tions.
3. That applicants possess the usual high school quali
fications.
4. That the faculty is of reasonable number and prop
erly qualified.
[See Pub. No. 949, 70th Congress S. 2366.]
When the present incumbent undertook in 1930 the task
of directing the affairs of Frelinghuysen University, the
school, or rather group of schools, founded by Jesse Lawson
in 1906 had already attained an enviable reputation from
the character of the students it had graduated into various
walks of life. Its diplomas and degrees conferred strictly
on merit had never been questioned or flagrantly dishonored.
At the beginning of her administration, wishing to have
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full approval and cordial cooperation of the Board of Educa
tion, whose employee she had been for more than forty
years, the new president made application in due form ask
ing for recognition. The papers setting forth qualifications
of staff in each department, the requirements for promotion
and graduation, financial statement of income and expendi
tures, were submitted first to Mr. Garnet C. Wilkinson as
officially representing the colored community in educational
affairs, he in person carried the documents to the secretary
of the Board of Education. A few days afterwards, Mr.
Wilkinson informed the writer that the Frelinghuysen mat
ter was turned over to Mr. Kramer, at the same time explain
ing that the board put all such applications in the hands of
a committee consisting of the superintendent and two first
assistant superintendents, and that a “ white” applicant had
been assigned Mr. W. It was not ’till after long and weary
waits and repeated calls for the decision that an answer was
received, and that an unfavorable one.
The adverse report finally obtained objected under four
heads: financial support, limited accommodations, limited
student body, widely distributed; summed up: “ The financial
stability of the organization and the student support do not
appear to justify authorization by the Board of Education
for the granting of degrees.” This from Mr. Kramer.
On advice a later application was submitted for the Law
School alone by Judge W. C. Hueston, dean of that school,
answer to which, signed by Mr. Kramer and concurred in
by Mr. Wilkinson, was to the effect that the Law School be
ing part of the university which had not been successful in
securing recognition, could not be recognized as a separate
unit.
It is noteworthy that no evidence pointed to failure
under any one of the four requirements mentioned in the
Act of Congress: viz. 1. a reputable Board of Managers,
2. standardized quantity and quality of work for the degree,
3. standardized high school preparation, and 4. qualified
instructors. In fact these four points were all, at one time
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or another, conceded. While objection was offered under
“ financial stability ” Mr. Kramer actually complimented our
committee on the clearness and completeness of the state
ment under income and expenditures. Frankly admitting
that our income is small, we manage to live within it, pay
our honest debts and spend only what we earn. In asking
that our credits be recognized at face value we have no de
signs on public confidence and certainly no aim at the public
treasury. Our academic standards are standard. We do
honest work. And to claim that a credit earned at Frelinghuysen be accepted elsewhere is no more than allowing the
honest poor man’s check on a bank holding his small earnings
to be honored as readily as the millionaire’s. For it is not
degrees and titles we seek but recognition of credits earned
under competent instructors, and the right to have those
credits tested in any open and impartial public examination.
Cephus Lyon and Fletcher Mae Howell both graduated
from the four-year law course June 1934, and if the school
were recognized by the Board of Education empowered
merely to license for conferring degrees, both students would
have been permitted to enter the District of Columbia Bar
examination. This does not guarantee that either would
pass, of course; but the one who came to Frelinghuysen with
a college degree is the only one who could have qualified under
our own ruling for the LL.B. Mr. Lyon with his high school
diploma did not expect the degree although he finished the
four-year law course in the same class with Miss Howell, and
as far as I know might become just as good or even a better
lawyer in practice.
I have tried to show elsewhere that the discrimination
against Frelinghuysen at the District of Columbia Bar
examinations due to the unfavorable attitude of the Board
of Education, has actually set a premium on the many round
about ways of avoiding a detrimental admission of the truth.
It is a matter of common knowledge in certain circles that
more than one candidate has gone into the District of Colum
bia Bar examinations with the fiction of “ renting” a desk in
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some lawyer’s office because they are afraid to own Frelinghuysen as the real source of their training. How much
more honorable to have an accredited alma mater that re
quires not only academic preparation but likewise reliable
evidence of good character and wholesome habits. And how
much more effective for the profession to have such an alli
ance with an honest gatekeeper bent on reducing to an abso
lute minimum the successful accomplishment of these anti
social shyster tricks.
Regarding our S’chool of Religion, I trust I may be par
doned for saying I believe it difficult for the Washington
Board of Education to appreciate, as few at our own level
can, the deep seated need and large potential benefit to our
community of just this service at Frelinghuysen. And this
not merely because of wide differences in station and oppor
tunities. Indeed very few of our own intelligentsia can
think themselves imaginatively into the place of the less
favored many. But especially is it hard, I fear, for the board
to understand and sympathize outside its own major interests.
Religious training is specifically taboo in the public
schools over which the board has jurisdiction. A teacher
who tried it would be disciplined the same as if she tried to
explain Communism to her young hopefuls. This, not be
cause board members oppose, but the clientele of the articu
late part of the public schools are so clamorous for their
respective irreconcilable tenets that the only safe solution is
to shut them all out, not even allowing Bible reading and the
Lord’s Prayer. But Negroes, even bad ones, are willing to
have religion taught, and there is nowhere a more pathetic
call for it. Yet the American mind, I am sorry to say, is
ready to accept as Negro religion the light comedy broad
casts that commercialize a barbaric emotionalism while it
gives but grudging credit to the only non-sectarian training
school in Washington for colored working people, which
gives actual service to regular ordained pastors in their
churches and missions.
Howard has its School of Religion, it is true, but it is
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out of reach of the student who turns to Frelinghuysen.
While we lower no standards for any one when it comes
to offering degrees, we think in all fairness that credits
earned here should be recognized and honor given where
honor is due. Student John H. Holloway, now completing
his second year in the School of Religion at Frelinghuysen
with an excellent record in every particular will serve to
illustrate my contention. He met the entrance requirement
at Howard with the accepted college degree accredited, and
registered there as freshman. He afterwards received a
permanent job at the Capitol demanding service from 8 to 4
every week day. He has a wife and child to support and
obviously needs the job more insistently than the course of
study. It would seem that mere business reciprocity, not to
speak of professional courtesy, would allow an exchange of
credits where there is manifest such character values and
scholastic attainments.
The Ministerial Alliance representing the colored
churches of Washington is overwhelmingly in favor of
recognizing Frelinghuysen. A petition signed by leading
citizens in all parts of the country was presented to the
Board of Education in these words:
“ Convinced of the useful, unselfish and efficient
work carried on for the education of our unprivileged
adults under the able direction and leadership of
Anna J. Cooper at 201 T Street, a beautiful site in
Northwest Washington, dedicated by her to adult
education and deeded to the Trustees as the per
manent home of the Frelinghuysen Group of Schools
for colored working people, the undersigned wish
to give it our hearty endorsement and moral support
as educationally sound, morally beneficial, a credit
to the Negro Race, a genuinely helpful, a vitally
needed service to the community at large.”
We maintain then, after such expressions of approval,
that as a group of schools for Adult Education among work-
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ing classes of colored citizens, Frelinghuysen has a right to
exist, to go forward, and to have its work recognized on
merit alone. We hold that our machinery is efficient, our
purposes honest, our training and experience adequate.
Further we have the courage to believe that no American
who broadly wills the good of his country and constructively
favors the good of each and every group, class, race, and
condition will condemn through indifference or scorn through
arrogance the work here conceived and carried forward as
a simple free will offering of service to our native land.

I
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John M. Langston School of Law
Roster of Graduates and the States
In Which Some of Them Were Admitted to the Bar
CLASSES OF 1917-T8-T9
Banks, John
Banton, Lewis C.
Carter, Cardinal G.
Ford, Daniel A.
Francis, George
Fryer, Samuel D.
Gliffin, Frank T.
Glascoe, John
Indiana Bar
Harris, Benjamin F.
Jones, Dewitt
Indiana and D.C. Bars
Lankford, J. A.
Indiana Bar
Lewis, H. G.
Martin, Woodrow (2nd Year )
Virginia Bar
Saulters, J. J.
Soders, Thomas W .
Taylor, John
CLASS OF 1920
Bowler, Robert J.
Indiana and D.C. Bars
Bunton, Lewis, C. G.
Holly, James K.
Johnson, Leanna F.
Massachusetts Bar
Reid, Barney
Scott, W alter E.
Wade, W . P.
Post-graduate for LL.M.
Edmund Hill, Jr.
District of Columbia Bar
CLASS OF 1921
Harris, Preston H.
Indiana and D.C. Bars
Hunt, Thorton W .
Spriggs, Elma
Post-graduate for LL.M.
Chaplin, Edmund M.
District of Columbia Bar

Lankford, J. A .
Indiana and D.C. Bars
McCormick, John R.
D.C. and North Carolina Bars
CLASS OF 1922
Bragg, Thomas C. R.
Real Estate Broker
Cheeseborough, Wesley C.
Postal Employe
Goins, Modena
Teacher
Howard, Edward W .
D.C. and Georgia Bars
Jackson, R.
Virginia Bar
Lancaster, Charles O.
Oklahoma Bar
Nelson, John 0 .
Sampson, Mercer S.
Postal Employe
Sparks, T. T.
Government Employe
Toms, C. H. Jr.
District of Columbia Bar
CLASS OF 1923
Baughns, Amos L.
Blackwell, Suzanna
Real Estate
Caine, Lindsey W .
Indiana and D.C. Bars
Hughes, James H.
N'evins, J. H.
Thomas, Phillips H.
District of Columbia Bar
Williams, Sidney W .
Indiana Bar
CLASS OF 1924
Bryant, John I.
Government Employe
Collins, Alfred M.
Costley, John W .
Government Employe
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Norwood, Frank
North Carolina Bar
Patrick, William T.
Michigan Bar
CLASS OF 1925
Childs, James W .
Jones, George M.
Parker, Augustus
Indiana Bar
Sears, Benjamin F.
Virginia Bar
CLASS OF 1926
Henson, W . F.
Government Employe
Jarvis, Chester H.
District of Columbia Bar
Longus, Charles, F. A.
Government Employe
Payne, Charles B.
Price, Hosea V.
North Carolina Bar
Tucker, Samuel 0 .
Real Estate
Young, Andrew L.
Government Employe
CLASS OF 1927
Almond, Elisha
Government Employe
Armstead, Preston E.
Atkins, Lewis H.
Brown, Russell
Burrell, R. L.
Early, H. L.
Early, Samuel O.
Government Employe
Murray, William McKinley
Virginia Bar
CLASS OF 1928
Barlow, John R.
Calhoun, Leon S.
Carmichael, B. S.
Derrick, W . E.
Morris, Russell
Virginia and D.C. Bars
Ross, J. W .
Smith, A. J.
Government Employe
Watkins, W . P.
Government Employe
Williams, James E.
Whiting, 0 . T.

CLASS OF 1929
Fenny, W . E.
Lindsey, W . T. E.
Wesley, Robert G.
Indiana Bar
Whitaker, I. E.
Williams, Robert M.
Virginia Bar
Williford, C. R.
Virginia Bar
CLASS OF 1930
Allen, George A .
Bailey, W . H.
Booking Agency
Charleston, J. W .
Department of Commerce
Cook, Charles H.
Dye, John D.
Hartgrove, M. S.
Parker, W . D.
Powers, Raymond
Wiggins, Howard
Wilson, William
Virginia Bar
CLASS OF 1931
Jackson, Mabelle
Robinson, Beverly
Ross, Kermit
Simmons, Jerome
CLASS OF 1932
Note:
Owing to the ad
vancement of standard re
quirement from three to four
years, there were no graduates
from the Department of Law.
CLASS OF 1933
Roberts, Cailey
Post-graduate 4th Year Class
Bailey, William H.
Bragg, Thomas C. R.
Calhoun, Leon C.
Charleston, J. W .
Dye, John D.
Robinson, Beverly G.
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Taylor, A. Langston
Watkins, William P.
Whittaker, Ivory E.
Wilson, William C.
Williams, Robert M.
CLASS OF 1934
Howell, Fletcher Mae
Four-year Course (Magna Cum
Laude.)
Gen’l Sec’y Virginia W .M .U .

Lyons, Cephus
Government Employe
CLASS OF 1935
Dixon, Mrs. Bessie B.
Real Estate
CLASS OF 1936
Storm, Jeddie
Government Employe

School of Theology Prior to 1930
Bowling, John Lance,
Charlottesville, Va.
Brown, John,
Arlington, Va.
Burrell, Washington,
Madison County, Va.
Childs, John,
Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
Washington, D. C.
Chinn, Joseph,
Agnewville, Va.
Clark, Edward J.,
Charlottesville, Va.
Coleman, Lomax,
iSpottsylvania, C. H., Va.
Costner, Wallace E.
First Baptist Falls Church.
Kings Mountain, N. C.
Day, Augustus,
Washington, D. C.
Faulkner, George Berrymar*
Halifax, County, Va.
Frederick, Robert Thomas,
Chester, S. C.
Gibbs, Ernest,
St. Paul’s Baptist Church
Montgomery, County, Md.
Hall, Arthur,
Seminary, Va.
Hawkins, A . Parks,
Sherande, Va.
Hopkins, George S.,
Alexandria, Va.
Houston, Thomas Jefferson,
Elgin, Texas

Ingram, Sandy,
Anderson County
Jackson, Charles Henry,
Washington, D. C.
Jackson, William A .,
Washington, D. C.
Kennedy, William T.,
Madison County, Va.
King, Walter L.,
Galveston, Texas
Knight, Dantes Le Claime,
Calvary, Texas
Minor, William Henry,
Louise County, Va.
Murray, Lindsay C.,
Louden County, Va.
Muse, Domily,
Northumberland County, Va.
Prowthro, Urich,
Americus, Ga,
Randolph, Harry T.,
Lincoln, Va.
Rice, David,
Gaffney, S. C.
Richardson, Nathaniel,
Buckingham County, Va.
Ricks, Harrison,
Montgomery County, Md.
Rollins, Robert Lee,
Louise County, Va.
Simms, Isadore Webster,
Atlanta, Ga.
Ward, William Jr.,
Lynchburg, Va.
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Washington, Peter,
King George's County, Va.

Williams, James Essex,
Troup, Texas

White, George Henry,
Washington, D. C.

Wilson, Joshua,
St. Mary's County, Md.

School of Religion
PARTIAL LIST OF SCHOOL OF RELIGION, Y E A R OF G R A D U A 
TION A N D W H ER E PASTORING
Rev. J. T. Brooks, '22
St. Paul's Baptist Church,
Bladensburg, Md.
Rev. C. V. Brown, '23
Rev. B. H. Perry, '23
Guildfield Church,
Washington, D. C.
Rev. J. S. Miller, ’24,
Pilgrim Baptist Church,
Washington, D. C.
Rev. Charles H. Johnson, '24,
Capital View Baptist Church,
Rev. S. W . Phillips, '24
Falls Church, Va.
Rev. Anthony E. Williams, '24,
Esbie Church, Strasburg, Va.
Rev. W . L. King, ’24,
Peekskill, N. Y.
Rev. T. J. Huston,
Second Baptist Church,
Boulder, Colo.
Rev. Mercer Whittley, '26,
Macedonia Church
Washington, D. C.
Rev. Henry N. Coleman, '26,
Baptist Church,
Ancostia, D. C.
Rev. Emmett Starks, '27,
Pastor's assistant,
Washington, D. C.
Rev. J. A. Franklin, '28,
Lakeland, Md.
Rev. William Edgar Hembry, '29,
Assistant Pastor, Mt. Pleasant,
Baptist Church
and Coal Dealer

Rev. Elizabeth Wilson, '35,
Missionary Social Service Work
Columbus, Ohio
Rev. William E. Moseley, '36,
A .M .E. Church,
Berkley, Md.
Rev. George L. Fauntleroy, '36,
Frederick Douglass Memorial,
Elmira, N. Y.
Rev. John Edward Morris, '36,
Assistant pastor, Rehoboth,
Religious Instruction, CCC.
Rev. Emory C. Proctor, '36,
St. James A.M .E. Zion Church,
Bowie, Md.
Rev. Thomas S. Johnson, '36,
Montecello, Ark.
Rev. Lucius 0 . Robertson, '36,
Procurement Div., F. H. A.
■Washington, D. C.
Rev. George J. Hill, '37,
Before graduating called to
St. Marks Church,
Bimington, N. Y.
Rev. Joseph G. Barnes,
Before graduating called to
A. M. E. Zion Church,
Baltimore, Md.
Rev. J. Miller, '38,
New Hope Free W ill Baptist
Washington, D. C.
Rev. James C. W yatt, '39
Assistant pastor and superin
tendent of S. S.,
Cedar Heights, Md.

Note: We shall be glad to receive notice of whereabouts or further reli
able information concerning any one or more of students formerly
studying at Frelinghuysen in any department or school.
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Frelinghuysen Alumni Association
W ASH IN G TO N , D.C.
[Names listed in School of Law and School of Religion excepted]

Mary Armwood
Lewis Atkinson
Preston Armstead
J. K. Adams
Jennette Anderson
Talmadge Baldwin
Robert Bolden
Jackson Bond
William W . Beckett
Frank S. Boggins
Thelma Ballard
Frances Berkley
Harriet Brantley
J. D. Catlett
James Carpenter
John Childs
Harry H. Carter
Dorothy C. Carter
Mabello Cook
L. W . Caine
L. B. Cox
Anna Mae Clomax
Theodore Cummins
Marian A. Dorsey
N . N. Early
J. H. Fairfax
Carrie B. Ford
Charles C. Gray
Plummer Green
A . B. Gillison
Pearl S. Greene

Ernestine Goodwin
W . A . Galloway
Medena Gowens
Ernest Gibbs
Cecelia Goodman
T. E. Hearnes
Rufus R. Hill
Sherman P. Hall
Joseph J. Howard
Ernestine Jones
Ethel B. Jackson
Lucy C. Johnson
C. H. Johnson
R. Jackson
Thomas Jackson
Ida V. Johnson
William J. King
Samuel H. Keets
Ira C. Lamb
Mary T. Lynch
Cora A . Lea
Lelia Lacy
John Mar cell
Blanche Moten
Robert Moon
John B. Mason
William H. Minor
James M. Caine
William S. Phillips
Philip Parham
Honora B. Poles

Juanita Powell
Beal Powell,
B. M. Perry
II. T. Richard
Ollie Rice
J. W . Ross
James Robinson
Frank R: Stewart
H. P. Sandel
J. L. Storm
Mercer Sampson
Theodore Smith
A . J. Smith
Walker Scott
Lucy Trent
A . L. Taylor
Grace Thomas
Catherine Thornton
Hannah B. Tinsley
R. A. Walker
J. A . Wheeler
William Ward, Jr.
Alice F. W hifing
James E. Williams
Samuel O. West
M. Beatrice Washington
Edward White
Joseph Wynder
Harley C. Young
William Young
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— Quotes —
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CARNEGIE FO U N D ATIO N FOR A D V A N C E M E N T
OF TEACH ING

It will be remembered that one of the first official acts
of my administration was to apply for recognition to the
Board of Education. This was done in due form before the
Christmas holidays in 1930. The interval of watchful wait
ing with sanguine hopes at first, suspense later and finally a
settled perplexity as to what would be the reaction of the
board and its effect on the future of the school, gave rise to
many letters of appeal, of protest, explanations and reiterated
argumentation, some of which the “ gentle reader” is herewith
implored to endure for the sake of a clear foundation on
which to base his judgment of the entire narrative.
I may apologize for any lack of strict chronological
order in group placements by the more important demand
in my mind for a certain logical sequence in the fundamental
structure.
Iv*/v y I

U

M l I

*
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*

*
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December 28, 1933.
Mr. Alfred Z. Reed,
The Carnegie Foundation for Advancement of Teaching,
522 Fifth Avenue, New York.
Dear Sir: You wrote some months ago for our latest announcements.
I am sending herewith the October “ ad” in Opportunity Magazine and
our Christmas programs which for reasons of economy will have to do
for printed matter yet awhile. You have been so good in sending to
us your publications, and these have been and are so helpful to our
law students and faculty that I am constrained, although it may be a
poor way of showing gratitude, to pour out to you the whole story of
our present dilemma and distress.
While we pride ourselves on carrying on in spite of the hard times
and the peculiar pinch on our own working people, and while we have
done so by the simple expedient of giving, not selling, our service and
living within our means, never spending what we have not earned, we
are just as anxious as richly endowed schools would be to have recog
nition for the fact that “ we do our part” by winning for our students
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the opportunity to face a fair test of their achievements and to stand
or fall by any impartial examination that would be required of the
more favored classes.
Now just here is the rub. The D.C. Bar Association will not admit
us to an examination until the school has been recognized by the local
Board of Education.
The board will not grant recognition till we have a definite endow
ment and a $5,000 law library, which would be nothing short of mirac
ulous for people in our condition. I have sedulously opposed appeals to
the public for money or help of any kind. In fact, every contribution
from friends, whatever the amount, has been rigidly separated from
the earnings and not subject to draft for any purpose. But we do need
to appeal to the accumulated wealth of philanthropy for both a foun
dation endowment and more specifically for this definite requirement
of a law library without which the board member who furnishes this
list assures me we cannot expect his vote for recognition.
Can the Carnegie Fund give libraries to struggling schools? The
world knows how generous the founder of that fund was and meant to
be toward just this form of education for the masses, and I venture to
express here my belief that were he cognizant of all the facts Mr. Car
negie would not hesitate to supplement such an effort at self-help on
the part of an underprivileged group by grandly and munificently noting
here one of the safest of all investments through his favorite gift of
books as fixed capital of perennial usefulness and valuable returns.
Very sincerely yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.
January 8, 1934.
Dear Madam:
Your letter of December 28 was addressed to me under the impres
sion that I was connected with the Carnegie Corporation. Apart from
the question, as to which I am not informed, whether this organization
has funds available for distribution to law schools, and apart from the
question of whether Washington needs a law school similar to yours,
I think that I ought to bring to your attention that the literature that
you enclosed in your letter announced that your school was conferring
the degree of LL.B. My understanding is that under the laws of the
District of Columbia you have no authority to confer this degree. If
I am incorrectly informed, I should be obliged if you would have the
dean of your law school set me right. If my information is correct, I
should doubt whether any foundation would give money to a law school
or universiy which is claiming powers that it does not possess.
Very truly yours,
ALFR ED Z. REED.
January 8, 1934.
Mr. Alfred Z. Reed,
The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching,
New York City.
Dear Sir:
I have just received your letter and welcome it. Although it is
critical and unsympathetic, it prompts me to give you somewhat at
length the facts from our own viewpoint without a suspicion of aggres
siveness and I trust without a reasonable charge of wishing to bore you.
I cannot be sure whether the folders already sent you included the
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enclosed, which was the first issued after I took charge of the work.
However, even at the risk of repetition, I ask you to look through the
enclosed for its brief history of a work begun a quarter century ago
by Jesse Lawson, a poor but devoted colored man who conceived this
form of community service to prove his loyalty to home and native land.
Degrees were conferred without question in all departments, the
LL.B. among them, although the Law School was added much later, I
am told, than the School of Religion with which the venture started,
and had had before my day a quite considerable number of graduates
practicing in various parts of the country.
/
In 1929 Congress passed the so-called Diploma Mill Bill, and I was
elected president of Frelinghuysen in 1930. No degree of any sort has
been conferred since the 1929 law became effective, although there has
always been the suspicion that the law could not properly be retro
active. Still, to be on the safe side, I at once made application to the
Board of Education in the form and manner prescribed for formal rec
ognition by that body.
You say rightly that “ no foundation will give money to a Law
School or university claiming powers that it does not possess,” and 1
thought my letter to you made it plain that so far from claiming pos
session, we were openly and avowedly suing for means to gain just
what we lack by asking donation of a “ fixed capital,” named in a per
sonal communication by a board member as the minimum requirement
for winning his sanction.
If we had the half million demanded by the late Dr. Larned and
the $5,000 library required by this later member, we should probably
enjoy all the recognition we could wish without asking odds of anyone.
It is the vicious circle we would avoid which makes capital wait on rec
ognition and refuses recognition till abundance is assured.
W e are a poor people, and from all indications we shall probably
remain poor to the end of the chapter. But our work is honest and our
preparation for its efficient performance standard and unquestioned.
I cannot convince myself that it is a mark of generous patriotism
to cripple one arm of community service for not having had certain
factitious advantages of birth, station and inherited wealth. W e are
not seeking to produce a mass of lawyers and other high-sounding pro
fessionals of insecure foundation and insufficient preparation.
And
if I may be allowed an opinion, it seems to me that the burden of proof
that we come in the category of diploma mills should rest with those
who deny us recognition under a law expressly designed to check that
sort of chicanery.
I read the “ hearings” rather closely, and recall some severe reflec
tions cast on a number of schools, mainly of correspondence type. I
failed to find any such imputation of a reproach on Frelinghuysen and
its work, and surely there has been no backward step on our part.
Without attempting to cover up or deny our poverty in material
possessions, we have consistently and steadily advanced the moral and
intellectual tone of the school which I fearlessly maintain is not inferior
to the best in honesty of purpose and nobleness of patriotic aims.
The French have a proverb: Qui sert bien son pays, n’a pas besoin
d’aieux,” and surely disinterested service of this sort will not lack rec
ognition of others who serve more conspicuously with more conspicu
ous ancestors, but never more loyally and never more faithfully accord
ing to their weaker strength.
Verv sincerely yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.
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January 11, 1934.
Dear Madam:
Replying to your letter of January 8, I do not question your per
sonal sincerity of purpose, and it is for that reason that I ventured, in
my previous letter, to bring to your attention the injudicious step which
has been taken by your institution. You speak in your letter of a
“ vicious circle,” by which I understand you to mean this: Until you
have money, you are not permitted to confer degrees, and until you
have power to confer degrees, you can obtain no money. I appreciate
the awkwardness of your dilemma, and can only hope that you are
exaggerating the difficulty of securing financial support, and that in
time you will be able to secure money for legitimate purposes, from
sources which do not regard the power to confer degrees as of para
mount importance. But I must repeat that you cannot break the circle
by advertising that you confer degrees before you have legal authority
so to do.
Very truly yours,
ALFR ED Z. REED.
January 14, 1934.
Mr.
The
522
My

Alfred Z. Reed,
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching,
Fifth Avenue, New York.
Dear Mr. Reed:
I am unwilling to rest under the imputation of having done such
an unethical thing as to advertise a falsehood. I am wholly at a loss
to discover on what you base your assumption. I have gone carefully
and critically over every scrap of printed matter and I find nothing
that my intelligence can construe into an intimation that we are con
ferring* or intend to confer degrees before we have legal authority to
do so. Surely no one could take exception to the statement that a
course or courses have been arranged leading to degrees, license to
grant which has been applied for under the law of 1929.
Anything misleading- about that?
Does it seem that we are try-7
ing to evade the law? The whole American doctrine of “ preparedness”
rises to justify such arrangement. W hat would be the use of asking
for or ever expecting to win recognition from any source if we left
out the standardizing of our courses and the planning of time sched
ules and subjects normally leading to the desired goal which one con
fidently assumes will not be arbitrarily and ruthlessly blocked when
all is ready and honestly earned?
It was the wolf in the fable (not the “ big bad wolf,” but a wolf
just the same) who persisted “ If it was not you, then ’twas your
brother.” But spare me I pray, for officially i was not bora when
Frelinghuysen took the “ injudicious” step of conferring degrees, and
equally true it is that neither did the law exist which puts that act
at the discretion of the local Board of Education. So that the step,
injudicious or not, according to the point of view, could never have
been illegal or disloyal to any constituted authority.
I must repeat, therefore, that aside from any criticism that may
lie with the lawfully authorizing Board of Education, your own strictures
seem to me without due consideration of my part in this matter. Be
sides, some little credit might be given an underprivileged people who
are not asking “ financial support,” but rather are pleading for the
simple privilege of supporting themselves, unhampered by prejudice
and chilled by the disdain of the lofty while passing to their own breth
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ren the torch that is the common heritage of all God’s children.
Educated Negroes do not furnish leaders for the underworld, nor
has it ever been proven that Theodore Roosevelt’s slogan, “ All men up”
was not safer, saner and in every way more advantageous to all inter
ests in cur land than the “ Some men down” policy of the Ku Klux and
extreme racialists. I know my people and I know that I can help them
through my chosen profession. And I am firmly convinced that in
helping them to a broader sense of life’s adjustments through neigh
borly cooperation, honest dealing and intelligent appreciation of the
responsibilities and duties as well as the rights and privileges of
American citizenship, I am serving just as faithfully and truly the
dominant upper as well as the underprivileged lower brackets of our
community.
What I cannot believe is that any true-hearted American will, when
he understands these aims and purposes, deliberately seek to thwart
and cripple them. Please do not take this remark as personal. I mean
no discourtesy. As I see it, you have only misunderstood my appeal
for a library (never for money), and somehow you have formed the
opinion that I advertise without authority that we confer degrees.
I hate sham and pretense, and I claim there is none about mv own
preparation or that of the teachers associated with me.
I do not believe it is right for a licensing authority to insist on an
extra-legal money standard.
Educational equipment, character and
service should get the glad hand without hesitation or reservation. But
to say that an institution must be rich before it can undertake to coop
erate in the broadening and deepening of the joy of living in our all
too sordid world of today is, it seems to me, to miss the most vital need
of the struggling plain people.
But this complaint, I beg you to believe, is against those who,
having eyes, see not this need and stop their ears against any who
would interpret it to them. Let me hope that you will think not un
kindly of our efforts here, and that your rebuke, aimed at imagined
stretch of authority or the want of patient submissiveness to things
as they are, may take on another tone when you perceive that no
unwarranted self-assertion has actually obtained. I am,
Very sincerely yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.

January 23, 1939.
Dear Madam:
Acknowledging your letter of January 21, I regret that you have
misunderstood my motive in bringing to your attention the fact that
you, or someone connected with your institution, has been injudicious
in your publicity. The statement in your announcement, “ License to
grant degrees under the law of 1929 applied for” comes under the head
ing “ Samuel G. Miller School of Religion.” "Whatever may have been
your intention, no reader could understand it as referring to the John
M. Langston School of Law, and all readers would understand the ref
erence to the degree of LL.B. as meaning that your students, upon com
pletion of the four-year course, could receive this degree.
Very truly yours,
ALFR ED Z. REED.
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January 24, 1934.
Mr. Alfred Z. Reed,
Dear Sir:
I regret exceedingly that we seem to have misunderstood each
other, and I apologize if anything in word or manner on my part has
struck you as discourteous or has seemed to impugn your motives. I
must ask again, however, that you will kindly note in the announce
ment under discussion that the note, “ License to grant degrees under
the law of 1929 applied for” comes after all three baccalaureate courses
and not under the heading “ Samuel G. Miller School of Religion,” as
your letter of 23rd January supposes. That is, my understanding was
that the four-year college course with its four-year prerequisite of an
approved secondary school, the four-year B.D. course and the four-year
LL.B. course were all equally planned preparing for the license that
had been “ applied for” under the new law. If that was “ injudicious,”
I am wholly responsible for the wording, and can only beg that my
interpretation be accepted as “ honest, anyhow.”
Sincerely,
A N N A J. COOPER.
January 26, 1934.
Dear Madam:
Enclosed with your letter of December 28 was a pamphlet bearing
the name of Frelinghuysen University and your own name as president,
and including the following language:
“ A professional curriculum for a four-year course leading to the
degree of LL.B. Attorney R. R. Horner, Esq., Dean, Stewart Building.”
It would appear from your letter of January 14 that this state
ment was made without your authorization, and that you were circulat
ing the literature without a personal knowledge that it contained this
language.
Very truly yours,
ALFR ED Z. REED.
January 28, 1939.
Dear Mr. Reed:
I very much fear something or someone must have beclouded your
innate love of fair-play, thus interfering with your own accepted canons
of criticism. W e could charge the Bible with saying “ There is no God”
if one could wrench a passage away from its context.
Courses planned as “ leading to degrees,” taken with the statement
on the same page and with the special prominence of a separate para
graph that “ License to grant degrees under the law of 1929 has been
applied for,” may seem over sanguine, I admit, since the writer was
not in the least suspicious that the cards were already stacked against
us, but the words were certainly not meant to be either evasive or mis
leading. Fact is that I had before me when writing that announce
ment an early catalogue of the Washington College of Law which
stated in the preamble that when no existing law school would admit
women their first candidates were constrained to apply to a Negro
college, and that having been graduated from Howard University Law
School, they had framed a curriculum “ leading to” (their very words)
the degree of LL.B.
I am glad you find nothing more heinous to accuse me of than
following the words and example of Mrs. Ellen Spencer Muzzy when
she and her colleagues were in a position similar to that in which the
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John M. Langston School of Law finds itself today, pleading for simple
permission from those who hold the key to the door of Opportunity
to go in and study and learn the way to a tree of life, even as the rest
of the world is doing.
Sincerely
A N N A J. COOPER.
APP E A L TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR RECOGNITION
AN D TH E COURT DECISION THEREON
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE
DISTRICT OF COLUM BIA. No. -------, In Equity.
John M. Langston School of Law of Frelinghuysen University, a cor
poration,
201 T Street, N .W ., Washington, D.C., Plaintiff *
Vs. Members of the Board of Education of the District of Columbia,
Franklin Administration Building,
Thirteenth and K Streets, N .W ., Washington, D.C., Defendants.
BILL OF COMPLAINT FOR A R E V IE W UN DER THE ACT OF
MARCH 2, 1929. 45 STATU TE 1504
The plaintiff respectfully shows to the honorable Courts:
^ *
1.
That the John M. Langston School of Law is a duly authorized
department of Frelinghuysen University, a corporation organized under
the laws of the District of Columbia as an educational institution, and
is engaged in such calling within the District of Columbia.
3. That on, to wit, December 14, 193G, the plaintiff filed with the
Board of Education of the District of Columbia an application for a
license to award the degree of Bachelor of Laws in writing on the form
supplied by the said Board of Education in accordance with the Act
of Congress of March 2, 1929, 45 Statute; said application duly signed
and sworn to showed among other things the following:
4. That the trustees, directors or managers of said applicant, now
plaintiff, and the majority of them are persons of good repute and
qualified to conduct an institution of learning, said trustees, directors
or managers being: W . H. C. Brown, James A . Davis, Simeon L. Carson, W est A. Hamilton, A. S. Pinkett, George C. Scurlock, Charles F.
M. Browne. Anne J. Cooper, Robert M. Williams, Rev. J. T. Brooks,
J. Finley Wilson and Edmund Hill:
5. That the degree of Bachelor of Laws shall be awarded only
after such quantity and quality of work shall have been completed as
are usually required by reputable institutions awarding the same de
gree, the requirements being that students complete a four-year course
of thirty-four weeks each, having ten hours of instruction a week, and
further requiring a student to obtain grade of 70 as a passing grade
and further requiring a student to obtain an average grade of 75 in
all studies, and further requiring the student to obtain 32 credits
before awarding the said degree:
6. That the students to matriculate and be eligible for the degree
would be required to possess the usual high school qualification at the
time of their candidacy therefor:
7. That considering the number and character of the courses
offered, the faculty is of reasonable number and properly qualified in
that the members of the faculty all being members of the Bar of the
District Court of the United States for the District of Columbia are:
W . H. C. Brown, Edmund Hill, Jr., Elwood G. Hubert, H. Lincoln John
son, James A. Davis, Wade H. Carter, E. C. McYlan, Zeph P. Moore,
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John F. Collins, Wilfred F. Shellman and Russell Morris; and further
that the institution is possessed of suitable class rooms, being four in
number, and suitable library equipment, the petitioner, now plaintiff,
having- one thousand two hundred and sixty-eight bound volumes, in
cluding a complete set of Corpus Juris, Corpus Juris Secundum, to date,
and United States Reports, Cyclopedia of Law and Procedure, Ameri
can and English Encyclopedia of Law, American Digest and others:
8. That following the filing of said application, the said Board of
Education conducted an investigation of applicant, now plaintiff, and
presented a written report of its investigating committee to the said
Board of Education on, to wit, April 21, 1937, recommending that the
said application be not approved for the reasons that the petitioning
institution “ is not in operation” and has “no adequate up-to-date library
facilities,” whereupon, after hearing, the said Board of Education ap
proved the report of its investigating committee and refused the appli
cation of the herein plaintiff.
9. Plaintiff herein is aggrieved by the action of the said Board of
Education in refusing to license as applied for on aforesaid forms in
that the John M. Langston School of Law of Frelinghuysen University
does own and have an adequate and suitable library; and further, that
the failure of an educational institution to have students at the time
of the filing of application for license under the Act of Congress afore
said is not grounds or justification for refusal of said Board of Edu
cation to license said educational institution.
Wherefore the premises considered, the plaintiff respectfully prays:
1. That the Board of Education of the District of Columbia be
required to license the John M. Langston School of Law of Frelinghuy
sen University, a corporation, to grant the degree of Bachelor of Laws
in accordance with the application filed with said Board of Education
on December 14, 1936:
2. And for such further relief as the Honorable Court, after
hearing, may deem meet and proper.
The John M. Langston School of Law
of Frelinghuysen University, Inc.
By Attorney for Plaintiff.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE U N ITED STATES FOR THE
DISTRICT OF COLUM BIA— Holding an Equity Court. No. 64,287.
John M. Langston School of Law of Frelinghuysen University, a cor
poration,
201 T Street, N .W ., Plaintiff
Vs. Members, of the Board of Education of the District of Columbia,
Franklin Administration Building,
Thirteenth and K Streets, N .W ., Washington, D.C., Defendants.
A N S W E R TO BILL OF COM PLAINT FOR R E V IE W
The defendants, comprising the Board of Education of the District
of Columbia, for answer to the petition filed herein, respectfully show
unto the Court as follows:
1. Defendants admit the allegations that the John M. Langston
School of Law is a duly authorized department of Frelinghuysen /Uni
versity, a corporation, organized under the laws of the District of Colum
bia as an educational institution, but deny that it is engaged in such
calling within the District of Columbia.
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2. Defendants admit the allegations of paragraph 2 of said pe
tition.
3. Defendants admit that plaintiff filed with the Board of Educa
tion of the District of Columbia an application for license to award
the degree of bachelor of law in writing on the form supplied by the
Board of Education.
4. Defendants further admit that said application showed the
names of trustees, directors or managers p f _said applicant, but deny
that said application showed that the majority of said persons were
qualified to conduct an institution of learning.
5. Defendants admit said application showed the matters alleged
in paragraph No. 5 of said petition.
6. Defendants admit that said application showed that the stu
dents to matriculate and be eligible for the degree would be required
to possess the usual high school qualifications at the time of their candi
dacy therefor.
7. Defendants admit that said application showed the faculty to
be the persons alleged in said paragraph No. 7, but deny that said
application showed that said faculty is properly qualified to conduct a
school of law, and further deny that said application showed that all
members of the faculty are members of the Bar of the District Court
of the United States for the District of Columbia. Defendants, how
ever, admit that all of the members of the faculty are members of the
Bar in said Court.
Further answering said paragraph No. 7, defendants admit that
said application showed that it had four suitable classrooms.
Defendants deny that plaintiff has suitable library equipment.
8. Defendants admit the allegations of paragraph No. 8 of the
petition.
9. Further answering said petition, defendants allege that under
the Act of Congress approved March 2, 1929, the Board of Education
was given the power and authority to require satisfactory evidence
from such institution before granting a license to confer degrees, that
the faculty of such institution was properly qualified to conduct the
institution and also that the institution has suitable library equipment.
Upon the filing of the application by the plaintiff, the defendants
made a careful and thorough investigation of the applicant, and after
due deliberation determined that the plaintiff was n o t operating and
conducting a school of law and had not done so for a period of two years;
that by reason thereof it was not demonstrated to the defendants that
the plaintiffs were qualified to conduct a degree-conferring institution.
Defendants further determined that the library of the plantiff was
unsuitable, in that it contained only approximately 800 volumes, which
were badly worn and had not been brought up to date.
W H EREFORE, having fully answered said petition, defendants
pray that said petition be dismissed.
Signed by members of the Board of Education.

FRELINGHUYSEN UNIVERSITY
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE U N ITED STATES FOR THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. Equity No. 64,287.
John M. Langston School of Law of Frelinghuysen University, Plaintiff,
vs.
Marion Wade Doyle, et al., Defendants.
FINDINGS OF FACT
The Court finds as facts that the plaintiff, John M. Langston School
of Law of Frelinghuysen University, is a corporation organized under
the laws of the District of Columbia as an educational institution; that
the plaintiff on December 14, 1936, filed an application with the Board
of Education in accordance with the Act of Congress, approved March 2,
1929, upon the form prescribed by said board for a license granting
the plaintiff the power to confer degrees; that upon the filing of said
application the Board of Education made an investigation to determine
the fitness and qualifications of the plaintiff and held a hearing, at
which all parties concerned were in attendance, to determine the quali
fications and fitness of the plaintiff to conduct a school of law with
the power to confer degree of bachelor of law; that after due and full
consideration the board determined that the plaintiff was not qualified
to award the degree of bachelor of law for the reasons that it pos
sessed no adequate up-to-date library facilities and that it was not in
operation at the time the application was filed, and that the action of
the defendant in so finding was not unreasonable nor arbitrary.
The Court further finds as a fact that the library of the plaintiff
consists of old and out-of-date books which are of little or no value
for the use of law students.
CONCLUSIONS OF L A W
The Court finds as matter of law that the defendants acted within
the power conferred upon them by the Act of March 2, 1929; that the
duty of administering the said Act rests solely with the Board of Edu
cation, and this Court cannot substitute its judgment for that of the
said Board of Education unless it acts unreasonably or arbitrarily in
refusing to grant a license to confer the degree of bachelor of law.
This the board has not done, and the plaintiff is not entitled to the
relief prayed for.
...............................................................
Justice
ORDER
This cause coming on for hearing on the 28th day of November,
1938, upon the petition and the answer, and it appearing to the Court
that the plaintiff is not entitled to the relief prayed for,
It is by the Court this ............... day of December, 1938, Ordered,
Adjudged and Decreed that the same be dismissed with costs.
Approved as to form.
Justice
Attorney for Plaintiff
From The (Washington, D.C.) News, May 1, 1937.
STU D EN TLESS SCHOOL SUES FOR PERMIT TO CONFER L A W
DEGREES
Frelinghuysen University Unit Denied License by Board on Ground It
Lacks Enrollment
A “ cart before the horse” question has come up in connection with
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a District Supreme Court suit against the school board.
The issue is whether a school must first get students and then a
license to confer degrees.
Plaintiff is the John M. Langston Law School of Frelinghuysen Uni
versity, 201 T Street, Northwest. Frelinghuysen University is a small
institution operating night classes for Negro students, and it wants to
be able to confer degrees on graduates.
The school board two weeks ago refused the application for a
license. Suit was filed Wednesday to require the board to grant the
license.
Grounds for the board’s refusal are said to have been that the
school has no students and that it lacks an adequate building and library.
The school declares it is ready to operate and has four classrooms
and a 268-volume library.
Other applications have been refused, in the eight years the law
has been operating, but no other school has taken its case to court.
Without a license, a school may graduate students and award cer
tificates or diplomas, but not degrees.
May 5, 1937
Editor, “ The News”
Dear Sir:
In your issue of May 1st under caption “ Studentless School Sues”
you present to your readers what you are pleased to term a “ cart before
the horse question” in the plea for recognition of John M. Langston
School of Law of the Frelinghuysen group of schools known as Fre
linghuysen University for colored working people in Washington; an
effort started some 30 years ago by the colored people themselves and
giving annually ever since into the service of our country a contribu
tion that has stood the test of useful citizenship. The law department
alone has an alumni list of more than a hundred graduates, many of
whom have passed the bar and are doing creditable work in several
states, including the District of Columbia. The record shows not one
of the list has ever been disbarred for any reason whatever, although
in the District since the passage of the law meant to prevent fraud,
nicknamed the Diploma Mill, all who have been permitted to enter the
examinations have found it necessary to forswear their school and
claim a lawyer’s office as source of their preparation.
You see, Mr. Editor, the niftiest way to kill your dog is to give
him a bad name— maybe refusing to give him a good name under cer
tain circumstances can do the trick. The town will relieve you of the
unpleasant part of it.
Ridicule is a weapon that does not have to bother about facts and
figures. A little thing like omitting the left-hand digit in the number
of books in a law library, which in your estimation is contemptible
anyhow, is nothing to worry about so long as you have the units, tens
and hundreds right. Let it go at that. It makes a merry moment,
and in these days of wars, murders, suicides, gangsters, kidnappers and
all sorts of destructive madness, anything for a laugh! Who cares about
a “ small institution operating night classes for Negroes” and wanting
to be able to give standard credit for standard work?
Nevertheless, I make bold to say the powerful influence of a great
journal at the nation’s capital, both as purveyor of the needs and as ser
vant of the public, is answerable to all the people and should beware
lest that influence be lent to cripple and crush instead of encourage
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and strengthen any service, however small and weak, tending to social
improvement and a better adjustment in our American civilization.
44 T is sweet to have a despot’s pow’r,” but quite another thing to
use it like a despot.
Respectfully,
A N N A J. COOPER.
(To the Washington News)
Emergency Conservation Work
Office of the Director
Washington, D.C.
Memorandum for the Press
November 29, 1935.
For Immediate Release
By Edgar G. Brown
X X X Page 3
E.C.W . 109,783
Four colored CCC educational advisers were trained as lawyers at
Frelinghuysen University, Washington, D.C.
November 29, 1938.
Dr. Frank W . Ballou,
Superintendent of Schools,
Washington, D.C.
My Dear Doctor Ballou:
Following yesterday’s court decision case of John M. Langston
School of Law, will you kindly allow me a personal question for direct
information and future guidance?
To my lay intelligence the oppo
sition in the court to licensing the law school was based solely upon
inadequacy of library facilities. Attorney for the board “ objected” to
the Secundum of C. J. on the ground of its being new; i.e., still coming,
or not wholly on hand in 1936 when application was submitted. The
Honorable Justice objected to books that were on hand at that time as
too old, saying they could be picked up for five cents at second-hand
book stalls.
My quandary is whether the opposition will hold if and when the
reports mentioned by His Honor the Judge as lacking from our shelves
shall have been supplied.
W e are now paying instalments on Corpus Juris of $12.50 per
month; total value, I am told, $1,250. The American Law Book Com
pany, 272 Flatbush Ext., Brooklyn, will verify my statement as to the
number and value of these and other books purchased from them; also
as to the solvency of our account.
There must be no suspicion of raising the race issue when I say
the colored people are easily affected even in their prejudices by what
white people seem to think, in some respects, an amiable trait and
quite understandable. You surely will not want unnecessarily and ar
bitrarily to discredit and disallow a service by and for this people, ser
vice which you yourself have said was being given unselfishly without
exploitation or financial gain and which for support asks no allotment
from public treasures, save the favor and cooperation of your good-will.
I may add that this letter is wholly uninspired by legal advice or
even any professional knowledge.
I am,
Very sincerely yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.
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December 29, 1938.

Dr. Anna J. Cooper, President,
Frelinghuysen University,
201 T Street, N .W .,
Washington, D.C.
My Dear Dr. Cooper:
Your letter of November 29, 1938, was duly received and I have
given your inquiry careful consideration in undertaking to determine
the nature of the reply which I might make to your inquiry in view of
all the circumstances which have attended this matter over a consider
able period of time.
In dealing with the previous applications of Frelinghuysen Univer
sity and the Langston School of Law of that institution, I have always
been sympathetic with any worthy educational effort of the institution.
I have always tried to deal with the applications of such institutions
sympathetically and in a kindly spirit, although some of my decisions
have necessarily had to be disappointing to you and those associated
with you at the Frelinghuysen University. I have always entertained
the professional opinion that it would be no kindness to the colored
people to approve an institution for their training in law or any other
professional service with standards below those of other institutions
of like kind. You will recall that that view was endorsed by Justice
O’Donoghue in the recent case of the Langston School of Law in his
court. My future action regarding an application from Frelinghuysen
University or any college thereof, as well as from any other institution
of higher education, will obviously have to be controlled by the above
stated principle, to which I adhere and shall continue to observe.
As to the library of the Langston Law School, I would say that
you should be guided in your efforts to satisfy that situation by the
library requirements of the Association of American Law Schools.
But I hasten to add that there are other factors involved in the
responsibility of the Board of Education for granting or withholding
licenses to confer degrees, which factors are specifically set up in the
law and must be as binding as the matter of library.
These other factors, such as classrooms, faculty, admission require
ments, et cetera, can only be passed on by this office and the Board of
Education when an application is made by an institution.
I appreciate the kindly spirit of the inquiry made in your letter
of November twenty-ninth, and I have tried to answer it in the same
spirit. Your own achievement of high academic distinctions will, I am
sure, prompt you to appreciate the position which I take with respect
to the desirability and in fact the necessity under the law of our expect
ing institutions that seek privileges from the Board of Education under
the provisions of law to establish beyond doubt the recognized standards
which other institutions of like kind have met and are continuing to meet.
With the Season’s Greetings, I am,
Very cordially yours,
F R A N K W . BALLOU,
Superintendent of Schools.
FW B:hh
Copy to Dr. Wilkinson
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March 28, 1937.
Dr. Harvey A . Smith,
Assistant Superintendent of Schools,
Franklin Administration Building.
My Dear Doctor Smith:
There is violated no known ethical code, I am sure, in submitting
this brief for Frelinghuysen to the new member of a committee which
I understand holds in its hands the fate of the modest service we are
trying to render here. It presumes only so far as to invoke the great
American principle of free speech which, if neither intemperate nor
discourteous, should not, I trust, create unfavorable prejudices by dar
ing to bring into the open what we believe to have been errors on the
part of the committee in dealing with our case in the past. And I sin
cerely hope that it may not seem ungracious to Mr. Wilkinson when I
suggest that even the flattering tribute paid by him in your presence
to our law graduates in comparison with Howard’s was unwittingly in
a way a prime cause of our undoing; not objectively as comparisons
are always odious, but more subjectively, perhaps, because it set the
tail to thinking it could and should “wag the dog.”
(Lawyers can
never be accused of undue humility or excessive self-abasement where
their managerial powers are in question.)
The fundamental error, to my mind, is in looking at this work from
the standpoint of the public school system supported by Congress with
the taxpayers’ money, instead of a community service of, by and for
the least privileged group in our entire country; a group which, while
others are throwing the whole world into a panic demanding rights,
is bound to be properly thankful for favors ever so ordinary. I wager
there are not ten colored persons in all Washington who know that
the Board of Education is not the accrediting power for the District
of Columbia. I did not know it till shown the text at the Office of
Education.
Hence, the refusal to accord merited recognition to a
worthy community service is quite naturally translated in our minds
as discrediting and even disallowing it. Hence, also, the feverish in
sistence from some of our friends to get rid of all “ units” not demon
strably academic. W hat right, for instance, had the Rev. Mr. Bennett,
when on the board, to speak in opposition to the course in Practical
Nursing then being given by Dr. Carson at his private hospital? This
was a charitable contribution from Dr. Carson who allowed the entire
tuition ($10 per month) to be paid the school for required English, etc.
No degrees were asked or expected. A certificate for a one-year course
in Practical Nursing was given to a limited number accepted and
trained under a professional of nationally-recognized ability and char
acter. It looks like carrying our uprightness to the extreme of bend
ing backward to object to such service. W e know that American col
leges add freely all sorts of vocational courses to promote economic
efficiency of their clientele. Frederic Haskins some time ago listed
Manufacture of Ice Cream and Hotel Administration among courses
offered in a score or more colleges. Journalism is an honored depart
ment in some of our noblest universities, and Cornell, with her array
of vocations, has not had to apologize for her “ university” title. But
our Frelinghuysen trustees, ever eager to adjust standards in order to
court the approval of the Board of Education, has formally abrogated
all vocational units, and ignoring all other activities, applied for recog
nition simply of the John M. Langston School of Law. The applica
tion was accompanied by a petition variously signed, letters of com
mendation from the Honorable Chairman of the D.C. Committee in
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Congress, by U.S. Senators and others of noted philanthropy and gen
erous interest in the betterment of our underprivileged classes. It is to
be noted that meantime certain men, with prestige derived solely from
this school, have incorporated themselves as trustees of an evening
law school and taken into their original classes t h e students who had
failed to pass their examinations at Howard University. The head of
the movement was inspired to announce promptly that the Frelinghuysen School would never gain recognition from the Board of Educa
tion, but that he was assured of favor from that source. The claim
was made good when a trustee member of his faculty was appointed
to the Board of Education and his school licensed to confer degrees
in the same year that the John M. Langston application was turned
down on the ground that it was “ associated with an institution which
was not recognized.”
Result: suspended animation for the John M.
Langston. Three of our students went to the “ boosted” school, three
remained with us, and five discontinued their study for the time being.
Now, I cannot believe that any government agency such as the
Board of Education would wantonly seek to crush and destroy an
effective though humble organization for serving this segregated and
neglected people. Even lynchers have the excuse that their victims are
in their judgment at least, a social or personal menace and that the
community would thus be better served. But in condemning this work
to death, the committee has neither told us what we might do to be
saved nor what the malfeasance of which we stand convicted.
Only
chance remarks have been allowed to come to us. The late Dr. Kramer:
“ The trouble with you all over there is that you are too old!” Guilty
as charged, but extenuating circumstances that we have grown old in
loyal service to education and are still young enough to serve acceptably
in a fertile field which no one else cares to enter. The late Dr. Learned:
“ I consider an endowment of $500,000 a sound requirement for licensing
an institution of learning.”
Found wanting again. “ For a’ that and a’ that we dare be poor
for a’ that.” I am willing to believe some trick of hearing misunder
stood a member of the committee to have said: “ I do not approve of
this power being given to Negroes; it is not good for them.”
I have studied all my life to appreciate the viewpoint of the socalled prejudiced man. I think I have succeeded in many cases. I
believe I understand the man who resents the first Negro in a sub
division, a single dark face in his hotel or movie theatre or railway
train or airplane and ocean liner; who cries aloud for his individual
ocean to bathe in. his barricaded mountain park to vacation in, his
Nordic church to be saved in and a Nordic heaven wherein to chant
eternal alleluias. But I have never yet heard of a man of real culture
objecting to any racial group improving themselves among themselves
and at their own cost helping one the other in the task of civilization.
In our capital city there are hundreds of extension schools and
evening classes designed especially to afford opportunities for govern
ment clerks and others who work on day shifts. Not one of these would
entertain for a moment an application from a colored worker, what
ever might be his qualifications.
For the Board of Education to destroy or even discourage this one
opportunity at Frelinghuysen is comparable only to the rich man’s
taking the one ewe lamb. It enriches not him, but makes us poor
indeed. And this you say is sentiment. I grant it. In the words of
the great Luther: “ I can no other. So help me, God!” I must leave
to others the legal aspects of the case, and can only pray that my plain
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blunt plea that has "neither wit nor words nor worth, action nor utter
ance, nor the power of speech” may awaken a bit of the "sentiment”
of human brotherhood that sees beyond the lines of race and color and
creed, and even now and then lends a hand or gives a leg up on the
steep and thorny road.
I am,
Very sincerely,
A N N A J. COOPER.
October 27, 1936.
An Appeal and a Protest
To Superintendent Ballou
and the Board of Education.
My Dear Doctor Ballou:
This appeal is addressed to you, and through you to the Board of
Education, because I am convinced that you would not individually or
collectively use the power which a temporary appointment gives you
to crush out of existence a needed community service or to discourage
and paralyze the God-given impulse for self-improvement on the part
of the least favored group in your city.
I am aware that the colored people are represented both on the
board and on the committee to which the board has referred our plea
for recognition; nor can I blame them for not assuming the role of
•champions for unattractive efforts and what doubtless seems to them
the hopeless struggles of an impotent people. Influence has its mag
nets and the prospect of success its popular appeal. But in the last
analysis, the work I have undertaken should not be considered the sole
responsibility of the four colored representatives in question; for in
community service we cannot build sanely and securely for a part
without affecting the well-being of the whoie. It is therefore the equal
responsibility of each and all to see that full recognition is accorded
every honorable contribution to the general good. Lines of demarkation
being as they are in Washington, it is to be expected that the superin
tendent would need the advice of the colored assistant for evidence
required in the Act of Congress, such as "a reputable board of man
agers,” "a capable body of instructors, reasonable equipment, etc.,” all
of which was set forth with my "statement” in exhibit E, a program
of recent public exercises containing, in addition, this important "evi
dence” which could not be weighed properly by one unacquainted with
the colored community. Yet all this was simply listed "a program” by
the superintendent and not credited as "evidence” at all.
Just there a responsibility rests with the colored assistant to know
this work both intimately and sympathetically, so that a report to be
signed by him should have received detailed information on such vital
points as personnel relevant to the evidence which he alone is in a
position to test and verify without prejudice or refute and disallow
without partiality.
Justice is all I ask and all that anyone has a right to expect on a
fair consideration of the facts in evidence. Hence, this appeal to your
great American sense of fair play, failing the kindlier, more generous
note of appreciative cooperation.
The superintendent imagines that danger lurks somewhere if bar
riers are removed for this people’s approach to the Tree of Knowledge;
and the tragic irony in our American "efficiency” is the almost perfect
success of our machinery for isolating and repressing initiators of for
ward-thinking, constructive movements and the utter breakdown of the
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controls when it comes to gangsters, murderers, kidnapers and the
effective suppression of their anti-social outfit.
I beg to offer secondly a protest against the withdrawal of Mr.
Gaskins from responsibility in considering the case of Frelinghuysen
on the pretext that he wants to be free when application comes before
the same tribunal from a Law School in which he is personally con
cerned.
If this was meant as a gesture of judicial disinterestedness, it was
in reality a body blow and below the belt for the Law School in the
Frelinghuysen Group of Schools. For Mr. Gaskins' foreknowledge of
the superintendent's unfavorable bias against Frelinghuysen had al
ready served to persuade students to leave this school for the one which
they were “ reliably informed" had the better chance of being recognized.
I charge that from the beginning five years ago, when certain law
yers of the Frelinghuysen faculty decided to withdraw their service
from the John M. Langston Law School here and set up a profit-pro
ducing evening school that should be autonomous and accommodate cer
tain students who had failed to pass their tests at Howard University,
there has gone on a deliberate and persistent attempt to break up the
work here, even going so far as to predict in a local newspaper that^this
school would never, under its present administration, gain recognition
from the Board of Education. This unflagging propaganda has been
accompanied by the subtle suggestion and criticism that the “ oppor
tunities" at Frelinghuysen are too many-sided, and that our chances of
approval would be better if we concentrated on a Law School, eschewing
the rest, and then the hint almost subconsciously or as an after thought,
that we might even “ m erge" into a branch of these victorious comeouters.
I have no intention of knocking Mr. Gaskins' Law School, but I
know, if he does not, that the opportunity here for training in oral
and written English, in public speaking, history and the social sciences,
all of which meet a peculiar need of our people, cannot be duplicated
in a Law School, even if the men at the head of it were ever so capable
in the practice of the courts. All of which seems so patent to^ me that
I cannot understand why any liberal mind not blinded by prejudice or
poisoned by hostile partisans could hesitate for one moment to welcome
the broader opening to meet such vital needs of his race.
I am no groucher, but to the public school administration of W ash
ington I might complain, almost without straining a syllable, in the
words of the unsociable brother of the prodigal, reflecting on his vears
of service and want of recognition: “ All these years have I served thee,
nor transgressed I thy law at any time, and yet thou never gavest me
a kid that I might make merry with my friends*" Who that knows
even casually the history of the colored schools in the District, and par
ticularly the initial accrediting of the M-Street (colored) High School,
would suspect me of ignoring and lowering educational standards or
wanting to tolerate much less operate a “ diploma m ill"?
In conclusion, let me beg simply that you weigh the evidence now
before you and command my presence if explanation or comment is
needed on any one of the five exhibits appended. I am conscious of the
fact that it is a bore for busy people to be asked to wade through stacks
of papers, and I wish I could spare you; but the superintendent's sum
marizing did not seem to me to do justice to the bare facts presented.
Hence this appeal.
Here is no wild share-the-wealth scheme.
Our
people are working for their living and pay their way. But we who
have, cannot escape the obligation to “ Share the Light." Noblesse oblige.
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Our civilization demands it, every principle of Christian ethics pro
claims it, the foundations of human progress require it, and we shall
be recreant to the noblest traditions of our great country if, in our
arrogant exclusiveness, we seek to discredit and outlaw a genuine ser
vice by simply signaling “ thumbs down.”
One would suppose that a verdict against recognition should be
backed by evidence to refute, if possible, the affirmative evidence of
fered with the application. It is not logic to conclude a negative by
merely stating it. If our trustees are not reputable, if quantity and
quality of work are not commensurate with reputable institutions, if
applicants for degrees do not possess the usual high school credits, if
we have not a reasonable number of qualified instructors; in a word,
if we are condemned and sentenced to annihilation under the law against
“ diploma mills,” shall not our accusers and the prosecution set forth
evidence to make plain their ground and reasons for so doing?
Our
lists alleging our fulfillment of these requirements were submitted
seriatim in a printed form that had stood the scrutiny of the public.
But in the summary for the board this was rated only a “ program,”
without comment or explanation. Not one of the “jury” has investi
gated our equipment or questioned our general fitness to do the work
under consideration.
Without your endorsement I cannot carry on. I am unwilling to
preside at a farce, and I refuse to take the pitiful earnings of an already
disadvantaged people for a service that is not at par throughout the
community. If you refuse to recognize my work as of standard worth,
you proclaim your want of confidence either in my educational judg
ments or in my civic honesty. My statement of July shows that there
need be no fear of a wild orgy of “ degrees,” for while several have
received diplomas in the five years of my incumbency, only one could
have been eligible for a degree under our rules. [See the case of Miss
Fletcher Howell in statement.]
The same high school and college preparation is required here as
elsewhere, and the same number of points for graduation. Our under
standing of accrediting is that, regardless of titles and lettered degrees,
a standard point credited here shall be recognized at Howard or any
where else at its face value. To cite a case for example from recent
experience, Miss Green graduated from a New Jersey high school with
only the required four semesters of Latin, not enough to enter without
conditions the college of her choice. She came to me for Latin V and
VI, and our opportunity school for individual teaching enabled me to
direct her Cicero: Cat. I, II, III, IV ; Lex Man., Archias and Marcellus, the full requirement under the Committee on Classical Investi
gation, certifying number of lines read and amount of Latin composition.
This was accepted without question, and afterwards for thoroughness of
preparation received a decided note of commendation from a college
where Miss Green was the only colored girl. This, Howard would be
afraid to do, owing to the discrediting action of our Board of Educa
tion. H. T. Richard at Chicago University and Miss Joyce Sweeny at
Columbia University both made their M .A. in history from here, and
I have still the letter of thanks and appreciation from the department
in Columbia for assistance given in proctoring the examinations of
Miss Sweeny. Indeed, it seems a sinister trick of words that under a
law aimed at commercialized diploma grist, by which we were never
guilty, through a shifting of emphasis to “ degree granting,” we could,
if we were so disposed, grind out and sell as many diplomas as the
gullible could pay for, but find ourselves check-mated when it comes
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to writing an honest statement certifying points made for credit ac
ceptable at Howard University.
Let me repeat, therefore, that I am not asking for LL.B.'s or
B.T.'s or M .A.'s and B.A.'s specifically, but for such a reversal of the
attitude of the licensing power as will remove the stigma of your dis
approval and the consequent loss of credit on the part of our own
“ colored” public.
I have no desire to play the braggart, but there are occasions when
plain speaking should be permitted, and I am not ashamed to place
my credentials alongside any in the country. I have no “ honorary”
degrees myself, nor any that were simply bought and paid for. My
standing was earned in well established institutions in procession with
the most favored in the land, and I know what it takes.
Forty-three years I was a very small cog on a very big wheel,
and my “ superior officers”— the Glenns, the Longs, et al.— had the
rating of me and the paying of me. Today I am asking no pay and
throwing in all I’ve got— a contribution which has been in the past and
still seems to be acceptable to my own people, and, I may add without
egotism or vainglory, has never failed of honor outside of the W ash
ington public schools. I may seem to some “just a restless old woman”
who does not know how to quit. I shall be quite willing to quit, how
ever, just as soon as this work is placed where its service is recognized
to the extent of being allowed to go forward to reach an otherwise
unthought of class of people.
But frankly, I am praying to live to see the whole project of adult
education for colored people of the District and of the country fitted
into a frame-work less restricted than the machinery of the public
school system. I do not mean to magnify my office. But I am honest
in the conviction that the work (not myself) is important and that it
should have a management competent both sympathetically and pedagogically to take it out of the provincial ruts of the horse-and-buggy
Washington, making it the humble and happy handmaiden of our coun
try's broader good-will in a modernized, a juster social adjustment in
the better “ American way.”
Such I believe to be the ideal of Senator Capper and other broad
minded statesmen both in and out of Congress at the present moment.
Thanking you for kind consideration, I am,
Very sincerely yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.
A PP E A L

TO H O W AR D U N IV E R SIT Y FOR COOPERATION
RECIPROCITY IN CREDITS OBTAINED BY
EM PLOYED PERSONS

AN D

To the President and Trustees of Howard University, Greetings:
The undersigned responsible American citizens, directly and, we
hope, intelligently alive to the needs as well as the handicaps peculiar
to the American Negro, as trustees of a school endeavoring to meet
some of those needs and handicaps through adult education, wish to
offer our unfeigned congratulations to the administration at Howard
University which deservedly stands as the highest exponent of our
nation's philanthropic support for the higher education of this group
of citizens.
As Negroes, we are ourselves jealous for your status and eager to
see you maintain an unquestioned standard for ripe scholarship, cul-
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tural and educational endowment equal to the most rigid requirements
for American “A ” colleges and universities. A t the same time we are
conscious that to attain that rating Howard must make certain drastic
restrictions and exclusions.
She must cut off part-time instructors
and undergrade students; she must adhere strictly to the full day sched
ule and dismiss altogether the students whose employment by day
conflicts with such a program.
Manifestly, a people whose leisure time is regimented by forces
beyond their control will find themselves unable to appropriate the
superior educational advantages so tantalizingly displayed at the nation’s
capital, however eager they may be to do so. And it is just here that
as trustees of a modest, and we think worthy institution, the Frelinghuysen Group of Schools for Adult Education, we beg to offer our hum
ble service as a solution and a possible enrichment for both factors in
the problem. It is well known that college extension is the latest and
finest flowering of the missionary ideal in modern universities, both
in this country and in England. That the campus invade the towns,
that the college send out its light, and that universities discard the
narrow culture of medieval cloisters for the broader purpose of taking
over the duties and responsibilities of leadership in the complex and
rapidly changing problems of the life of today— such is the cry of our
seething democratic post-war times, the insistent demand of this New
Deal in civilization. Directly in the face of this modern trend comes
the unanswered criticism that the educated Negro is not a “ good radi
ator” that with his degrees and smug superiority complexes he loses
touch and lacks sympathy with the slow-plodding mind of the less
gifted, that he worships culture for culture’s sake, being more con
cerned about percentage marks and standards than with men or social
conditions and needs; and that when he does condescend to “ mix,” it is
with an eye single to his own prestige and power to exploit his lead
ership rather than with any definite program involving altruistic labor
and self-sacrifice.
May it not be a worthwhile mission and the great opportunity of
Howard University, under your fortunate inspiration and happy guid
ance to preach a new gospel of culture and to make a forward stride
in Negro education which will change all this snobbish individualism
and lead the race to a broader and deeper sense of brotherhood and a
livelier responsibility for the underprivileged through the common gate
way of a liberal education. W e are convinced that a generous policy
of extension for its several departments and faculties toward com
munity enlightenment and frank cooperation in service with an insti
tution such as ours (less lofty in aim, it is true, but equally thorough
so far as it goes), while detracting nought from the laudable ambition
of your splendid university to attain its goal in the first rank would
enable us both to minister effectively, adequately and creditably to the
educational needs of a very needy group.
To this end we ask your thoughtful perusal of an appeal for recog
nition addressed to President Mordecai Johnson, outlining the Frelinghuysen curriculum and grounds for academic accrediting: and we beg
that your honorable body give serious consideration to our modest
proposal for a combined plan through college extension or otherwise
by which the work in Frelinghuysen evening classes and retarded groups
may supplement the more exacting demands in time, talents and money
necessarily set up by Howard. This plan is heartily endorsed by our
Board of Trustees, and we trust, if it meets your sympathetic approval,
that it may lead to broader training, larger opportunities and happier
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living for our underprivileged people as well as the more efficient ser
vice and truer advancement of our entire country.
To get down to cases and enumerate more specifically our pressing
desires:
1. There is a crying need for a training school for colored social
workers. Frelinghuysen covets the honor, but will gladly subordinate
her personal claims to the paramount advantage of having the school
located at the nation's capital in whatever locality that seems best to the
highest authority.
2. W e would ask from Howard University two or more consecu
tive courses in Social Sciences running two hours per week throughout
the year, with examinations and rating for a semester point or two
credits of the thirty-two required for graduation. Dr. Francis C. Sum
ner very generously contributed last spring a most interesting and
enlightening series of lectures in modern psychology. This was volun
tary community service on Dr. Sumner's part, and we should be very
grateful if the Trustees of Howard would extend the benefit by detail
ing Dr. Sumner to serve two of his weekly semester hours in the even
ing school at Frelinghuysen.
Third and lastly: It has occurred to some thoughtfully interested
minds among us that a happy marriage between your day and our
evening classes might be ideally effected if the deans of law and re
ligion of the Howard faculties will agree to a cooperative plan by
which students who are obliged to work may be accommodated in an
evening program and have their work evaluated and credited, or in
case of conditioned students and those unable to meet the minimum
entrance requirements, may be allowed to make up the deficiency at
Frelinghuysen. To make this clear by a concrete example, there is
in your senior law class this year a student who has carried success
fully every subject of his course save one that comes at 11 a.m. in the
spring term, an hour when he has to leave the university to attend the
duties of his employment downtown. It would be the aim of our Oppor
tunity School to furnish a professor at an evening hour for that stu
dent, so that he would not have to lose a whole year in order to make
one semester hour.
Again, your School of Religion requires a college degree for en
trance. This requirement might be met at Frelinghuysen by arrange
ment with your full consent and approval.
We have now an excellent young man who was duly admitted at
Howard with college degree credited. But he had to choose between
his job and the course at Howard. Of course, he clings to his job. It
is his present livelihood. We are glad on our part to accommodate
him in our evening School of Religion.
May we not hope that the larger problem can be worked out in
the spirit of genuine cooperation and mutual respect, looking toward the
broadest benefit and development of our already sufficiently handi
capped workers, and that the two institutions together may be able to
inspire and help a larger and larger circle of men and women into the
higher things of the intellectual life.
Signed:
W . H. C. BROW N,
Chairman of Board of Trustees.
SIMEON L. CARSON, M.D.,
Chairman of Executive Committee.
A N N A J. COOPER,
President.
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Dr. Mordecai Johnson,
President of Howard University,
Washington, D.C.
My Dear Dr. Johnson:
Frelinghuysen University, so named by its founder, Dr. Jesse Lawson, is a group of schools which aim to meet some of the educational
needs and demands of colored working folk who are past the age of
public school advantages and unable for obvious #reasons to meet the
requirements of a full day-time college or university. We seek to pro
vide men and women with the practical knowledge they require and
specially to awaken and stimulate that contact with thoughts and things
which creates fresh interest in living and enlarges and enriches the
meaning of life.
No one is shallow enough to confuse the term “ university” (here
used in its group sense for part-time adult schooling) with the pre
tensions and practices of the temples of learning and creative thought
of the Old World in the Middle Ages. Not even they were “ universal”
from their origin, either in aim or scope. It took America, with her
one-time All-World outlook, to democratize educational ideals with the
notion of Mark Hopkins on his log and a solitary eager learner. A recent
press dispatch under the heading: “ Ambitious Youths Run Own Col
lege” furnishes an example of the free-for-all spirit in American edu
cation as practiced in a town in Ohio.
“ Several score Lorain youths literally help themselves to a college
education. The school has a four-fold purpose: to provide educational
facilities at minimum cost for those unable to finish high school; for
college students forced to leave before graduation; for college grad
uates desiring advanced study, and to train Lorain youths in the proper
use of increased leisure time.”
The article continues: “ The curriculum combines liberal arts courses
and instruction in vocational subjects, with an effort to standardize
courses so that credits may be acceptable at other^ schools,” and fur
ther: “ The Lorain Board of Education has given assistance to the proj
ect, but the school is financed entirely by small tuition fees from the
students.” (Washington Star.)
The most prejudiced unbeliever in Negro education cannot by any
twist of the imagination suspect Frelinghuysen of being a “ diploma
mill” or of coming in any of its departments under the ban of H.R. 1929.
There is not and never has been attempted a non-resident or corre
spondence school against which much of the criticisms in the hearings
under that bill was directed. Neither is there any attempt at any form
of the healing arts. Our law course conforms in subjects and number
of hours to the standard for American colleges of law, carrying out
rigidly the course of study prescribed in New York University for its
four-year course. To do this, we have increased the time requirement
from three to four years, which is usual for part-time evening schools.
W e do honest work and we give credit only where credit is due. Quite
candidly, we dare to be poor; and, while claiming to be honest, we feel
that due recognition of our credits in wealthier institutions should be
construed merely as an acceptance of any other character endorsement.
A school is as good as its teachers, whether conducted from a log or
in marble halls; and its standing should be measured, not by the wealth
of its endowment and equipment, but by its service to the community in
enlightened citizenry and wholesome ideals. An authenticated check
for a few dollars from honest poverty is as promptly honored at the
bank as the millionaire’s check for his millions. So likewise a teacher
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with a lifelong reputation for integrity and probity and a gilt-edged
certification of training and professional fitness should pass unques
tioned on the validity of her signature whether it certifies rich'm en’s
sons or poor men’s efforts.
Our academic curriculum comprises a liberal course in history,
English, mathematics, social science and one elective foreign language—
32 points in all being required for graduation; i. e., eight each in Eng
lish, history, social sciences and four each in mathematics and the
foreign language elected. Two terms of 16 weeks, 10 hours a week,
are held and a point is made when a subject has been pursued for an
entire semester successfully with examinations certified as satisfactory
by the subject teacher.
It will be noted that no courses are attempted in the natural sci
ences. This, aside from the expensive laboratory equipment needed for
effective presentation of these subjects and the ever-changing demands
in anything like a genuine approach to their comprehension and mas
tery, will hardly ba regarded as a serious deficiency in the education
of adults, who have already perhaps found their vocations or, if not,
would turn quite readily to a long-establilshed and well-equipped foun
dation for such advanced courses.
Our School of Religion is the only non-sectarian undergraduate
school available for those looking forward to religious leadership in the
community. We do not aim to turn out theologians or profound schol
ars. High school graduation is a prerequisite, and those found weak in
English are required to pursue the combined history and English course
in the academic department.
Applicants failing to make the grade
have the alternative of the Opportunity School, where individual teach
ing is obtainable at need. This is the Hannah Stanley Opportunity
School for unclassified students pursuing fundamental subjects accord
ing to the requirements or grade of the individual. No official in F r e linghuysen receives a salary.
Seeing that the Frelinghuysen group of schools is purely and simply
an honest effort on the part of teachers who make no pretense of wealth,
but who with efficient preparation of the schools and perhaps a little*
more than ordinary interest in the underprivileged of their closest
contacts have dedicated time and talent to contributing their profes
sional attainments in a way to supplement the able work of established
institutions on a side which the latter would not undertake without
loss of status, would it not seem ungenerous, if not even anti-social,
to block such a labor of love and important community service or to
paralyze it with cold indifference and scant courtesy.
Moreover, when one can count 288 college and university extensions
in night schools specially designed to meet the convenience of govern
ment employees and other workers in Washington, not one of which
will admit a colored student, whatever his qualifications, it makes the
apparent disposition on the part of the chosen committee of the local
Board of Education to quibble over the simple recognition of this
needed educational service for our own working people seem all the
more pointed and seriously lacking in the true Rooseveltian spirit of
cooperation and fair play; and therefore I ask your thoughtful perusal
and kind consideration of the facts herein set forth and an earnest inter
est in helping to remove a far-reaching handicap of your people and
mine and in encouraging their efforts to rise above the pity and cold
charity of the world by the cooperative and efficient use of our own
powers and initiative. I shall appreciate gratefully your gracious recep
tion and audience of the accompanying representatives of the various
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departments of our work, namely: Mr. Robertson and Mrs. Wilson, of
the School of Religion; Miss Howell and Mr. Lyon, of the School of
Law; Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Green, of Liberal A rts; Miss Washington
and Mrs. Jackson, in an appeal for a training school for social service.
Very sincerely yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.
July 16, 1937.
Dr. Francis C. Sumner,
Chairman, Examining Board,
Howard University.
Dear Sir:
You will, I am sure, allow me, for purposes of revision and adjudi
cation by your board, to call attention to a judgment snapped, it must
have been in partial ignorance of facts, as I cannot believe it was inten
tional disparagement, in the case of a graduate of this school now doing
work in Howard University looking to the master’s degree in educa
tion. The case is that of Mrs. L. B. C., whose record is submitted here
with. The verdict complained of, if I am rightly informed, is that of
Miss Grace Coleman, as quoted: “ The work done at Frelinghuysen was
a waste of time. You get no credit for it whatever.”
Professional courtesy aside, I would like to compare with this pro
nouncement the recognition accorded the “ work done at Frelinghuy
sen” by some well-known American colleges and universities. To begin
with: the registrar of Oberlin College took the trouble to write me
personally a congratulatory letter commending the quality of prepara
tion by the students sent them from here. University of Chicago ac
cepted without demur H. T. Richard, with a B.A. from Frelinghuysen,
earning his master’s there in one year’s residence. Miss Joyce Sweeney
prepared for her master’s and took the examination here under my proc
u rin g for Columbia University in New York. I have yet the letter
appreciating my cooperation and supervision. Miss Green made here
two semester credits in Latin needed for entrance to the Catholic
Woman’s College in New Jersey. She graduated with honor, the only
colored girl in that school, and has matriculated for her master’s at
Catholic University, this city.
A recent release of the government
service mentions, with honor, four Frelinghuysen graduates in charge
in C.C.C. camps, and the State of Virginia reports with highest praise
the work of Fletcher Mae Howell, mentioning particularly that she
holds a degree from Frelinghuysen University.
The cases cited came under my administration. Going farther back,
the school was larger before the depression of ’29, and graduates of the
various departments or schools were awarded unquestioned degrees and
made conspicuous success in many states of the Union. Since the post
war policy for Negro education inaugurated a method of stamping out
little schools or letting them die of inanition while discouraging entrance
into the older colleges of any considerable number of our students,
Howard has been literally boosted as the one great Negro^ university
of national proportions and importance calculated to gratify the con
science of American philanthropy and at the same time to fill the
horizon of the aspiring Negro. But it has been pointed out that there
remains outside the pale of Howard’s splendid advantages a large strug
gling mass of working people not able to squeeze into the Howard
schedule by any amount of pinching and paring. White workers are
provided for at the nation’s capital in 300 extension schools to which
no Negro need apply.
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Does it not seem reasonable that an arrangement of professional
cooperation and mutual community service be established between How
ard, the richly endowed institution for the talented tenth, and the mod
est effort at Frelinghuysen to open doors of opportunity and service
for a sadly neglected group of an underprivileged people?
To my way of thinking, this should be the general attitude of all
who really believe in social betterment through a better and broader
education.
To return to the first cause of this letter, I ask that you review
impartially but sympathetically the certified credits offered by Mrs. C.,
and without prejudice assuredly, but also without that straining after
abstractions which sometimes makes our integrity seem so upright it
bends backward. If you do this, I am sure no standards of Howard
University need be lowered, nor will this diligent, conscientious and
efficient teacher receive one whit more than her character and service
richly merit.
I am,
Very respectfully yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.
Howard University
Washington, D.C.
School of Religion
Office of the Dean
October 8, 1937.
Dr. Anna J. Cooper,
Frelinghuysen University,
201 T Street, N .W .,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Dr. Cooper:
As I promised you over the telephone, I presented the matter to
the faculty of the School of Religion relative to our giving credit to
one of your students who wished, subsequently, to enroll here in the
School of Religion. The faculty voted unanimously that credit could
not be given, because Frelinghuysen is not recognized by the Board of
Education of the District of Columbia, and that the university has not
been granted license by the board to grant degrees. I also understand
that Frelinghuysen University has not been rated by any of the edu
cational agencies assigned the role of rating the universities. This being
true, the faculty feels that we cannot commit ourselves to the point of
granting credit to a student who has pursued work there.
I am very sorry that this is the case, and I hope that within a very
short time the situation will be of such character that we can do the
type of cooperating that I would like to see obtain.
Yours truly,
BEN JAM IN E. M A Y S, Dean.
January 20, 1935.
Dr. George William McClelland,
Vice-President of University of Pennsylvania,
Secretary of Middle States Association of Colleges
and Secondary Schools.
Dear Sir:
My object is to ask your consideration of claims of our academic
work in Adult Education among colored working people. Enclosed pro
grams and circulars are, I think, self-explanatory. The composition,
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“ Our Curriculum/” is by Talmadge Baldwin, class 1934, academic. You
see that our history-English course includes four years of English,
four of history, two each of mathematics and an elected foreign lan
guage, psychology and social science, but does not attempt the physical
sciences; nor do we in any way duplicate what might better be obtained
at Howard University, the great institution supported by the govern
ment and liberally equipped with every facility.
W e have a good and growing library, open at all times to our stu
dents, and we think we are able to furnish atmosphere and contacts
conducive to broader study and a wholesome desire for growth. Our
teachers, except the writer, are all part-time, since the school is financed
wholly by tuition, and has neither salaries nor free scholarships. Our
purpose, nevertheless, is to keep our teaching first-class and our stand
ard second to none in community service. It is hardly necessary to dis
claim here anything bumptious or bombastic in adhering to the name
chosen by its founder which means, as here used, simply a group of
schools, each with an accepted standard for the work which it honestly
professes to offer.
We know that democratic America has traveled far from the clois
tered seclusion of European “ universities” when Mark Hopkins on a
log with a hungry-minded youth can be accepted as “ standard.’’ We
have the equivalent of several “ logs,” and while we are not the equals
of Mark Hopkins, we are none the less ready to give of our best and
to have our qualifications tested by any unprejudiced American yard
stick. And so the Frelinghuysen Group of Schools, containing aca
demic, law and religion in full courses, can find no single convenient
word better than “ university” to indicate the fact which we trust is not
prejudicial to its aims or fatal for its hope of recognition by generousminded Americans.
Sincerely,
A N N A J. COOPER.
Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
Office of the Secretary
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
January 25, 1935.
My Dear Mrs. Cooper:
I have read with interest your letter of January 20th and also the
circulars that accompanied it. I am wondering of what assistance our
association can be to you.
Our commissions have not undertaken to accredit courses in law,
religion, business, nursing and embalming.
As possibly you under
stand, we are concerned with colleges and secondary schools, and par
ticularly with the relations between the two types of institutions. Pos
sibly you have in mind the question of whether or not the academy
might be recognized by the Commission on Secondary Schools, and, for
that purpose, I am sending the communication to the chairman of that
commission, Dr. E. D. Grizzell, of this university. He will write to
you in the near future, I am sure.
I have no doubt that your school is doing splendid work in adult
education. I would point out, however, that our commission is primarily
concerned with establishing a list of secondary schools for the benefit
of colleges and must, of course, keep in mind the type of preparation
that is given for those who are intending to go on to institutions of
higher education.
Sincerely yours,
GEORGE W IL L IA M MCCLELLAND.
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Commission on Secondary Schools
Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
Office of the Chairman,
3440 Walnut Street,
Philadelphia.
February 7, 1935.
Mrs. Anna J. Cooper,
Frelinghuysen University,
201 T Street, N .W .
Washington, D.C.
My Dear Mrs. Cooper:
Your letter of January 20, to Dr. McClelland, has been referred to
me for reply. I do not see how the Commission on Secondary Schools
can do anything for your school. It is out of the field in which we oper
ate, and we have no standards or machinery for considering your re
quest. I shall be glad to talk the matter over with you if you care to
come to Philadelphia for a conference. You might also get in touch
with Dr. Wilson Farrand, chairman of the Commission on Higher Insti
tutions. It is possible that a school such as yours is more of a junior
college type.
Very sincerely yours,
E. D. GRIZZELL,
Chairman.

Bishop Edward D. W . Jones’ Committee of Frelinghuysen Trustees
To Dr. Garnet C. Wilkinson,
First Assistant Superintendent of Schools,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Dr. Wilkinson:
On behalf of the trustees of Frelinghuysen University we appeal
to you as one standing for the square deal and interested, as every
colored man must be who loves his kind and has felt the handicap of
race prejudice and class discrimination. And we ask you whole-heart
edly to identify yourself with the unselfishly patriotic effort here nut
forth to broaden educational opportunities for our working groups and
yourself lend enthusiastic hands in promoting and strengthening it.
Especially we want to renew the request made of you a year ago by
the president of Frelinghuysen and the chairman of its Board of Trus
tees and to press afresh our claims for the assignment of the PilJsbury
donation to Negro education, of which you and Mr. Butler H. Wilson, of
Boston, are trustees and almoners.
W e wish respectfully to stress the fact that it is a fixed rule of
Frelinghuysen that all donations of money are deposited as a sinking
fund in our savings account, not subject to draft for current expenses—
a permanent investment for endowing at the nation’s capital an insti
tution that will forever reflect the noble philanthropy and universal
good-will of the best brain and heart of the American people.
(Signed): E. D. W . JONES,
Chairman.
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APPEAL TO TRUSTEES OF TH E APPROPRIATION FROM THE
PILLSBURY BEQUEST FOR H O W ARD U N IV E R SITY A N D
SOME OTHER SCHOOLS FOR NEGRO EDUCATION
TO BE DETERM INED BY BUTLER H. W ILSON
OF BOSTON A N D GARNET C. W ILK IN SO N
OF W ASH IN G TO N , D.C.

Frelinghuysen University
201 T Street, N .W .
Washington, D.C.
October 31, 1937.
Mr. Butler H. Wilson,
Attorney-at-Law,
Boston, Mass.
My Dear Mr. Wilson:
To you as sole survivor of the first choice of two administrators of
Mr. Piiisbury's appropriation for Negro education, I wish to address
this formal appeal asking your consent and active cooperation for the
establishment at the nation's capital of an Archibald H. and Francis J.
Grimke Foundation for adult education designed specifically for colored
students whose circumstances and hours of employment render it im
possible to meet the schedules and requirements of Howard University.
I trust that this proposal will commend itself to your best judg
ment not only as a fittting tribute to the eminent clergyman named
and his beloved brother, the Honorable Archibald H. Grimke, who was
at the same time as yourself chosen to be almoner of this bequest, but
also and quite emphatically, I think it fulfills the large and far-reaching
beneficence of the patriotic philanthropist whose donation was meant
to perpetuate such a service.
I believe that your legal acumen will readily formulate the organi
zation by which this great philanthropy shall perennially bless, instruct
and elevate a wholly forgotten group in our nationally underprivileged
race, and that this may be done in harmony with but without organic
dependence on Howard University and the public school system, neither
of which is able to embrace the colored working man who seeks the
broader education.
I am happy to contribute my equity in the property at 201 T Street,
amounting to about $20,000, minus a mortgage of $5,000 held by the
Industrial Bank of Washington, on which I am paying instalments of
$50 per month. There is no other encumbrance.
■
The group of schools for adult education, known as Frelinghuysen
University, conducts here a non-sectarian School of Religion, a standard
ized four-year course in lav/, with academic courses of secondary and
•collegiate grade and an Opportunity School for ungraded individuals.
It is the latter, known as the Hannah Stanley Opportunity School,
which holds the deed to the property. The six classrooms are disposed
as follows: Law School, 5 to 7 p.m.; Religion, 7 to 9; Academic, 8 to 10.
Three bedrooms, second floor, and entire attic are reserved for my
family use, together with a pantry, dining room and kitchen on first
floor. Tuition is reduced to $5 per month in all departments, and the
property is exempt from taxation by order of the District Commission
ers. I shall invite Miss Angelina Weld Grimke to serve on the Board
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of Regents of the Hannah Stanley Opportunity School, other members
of which are Mrs. Lula Love Lawson, of Chicago; Mrs. Mordecai W .
Johnson, Howard ‘University; Mrs. L. Smallwood Pickett, of the Dis
trict of Columbia; W . H. C. Brown and Anna J. Cooper.
I had in mind the suggestion that your committee combine with,
say, Bushnell Hart, T. L. Hungate and Guy Johnson, of the Howard
trustees, for the proposed foundation, pay off the mortgage and take
over the property as a closed corporation, holding it perpetually for
Negro education. This will insure against ignorant and greedy wrangling
after my death or incapacity and lend tc this humble monument of
single-handed hard-earned savings of a lifetime the support and sta
bility and security of your splendid benefaction. I know of no individ
ual with both the experience and the consecration to carry forward this
work alone; but I am sure that with a generous attitude for college
extension on the part of Howard's administration, the several objectives
in this group of evening classes may be realized and a director to suc
ceed me will promptly be found if and when the foundation has a salary
to offer, which may be secured from interest on the investment with
out touching the principal.
Now, may I ask your earnest consideration of this >proposal ? I
shall be glad to write you further and answer any questions that may
arise as to the feasibility or expediency of any part of my suggestions.
In concluding, I beg you to remember that whereas there are hundreds
of evening extension schools and colleges in Washington for the ex
pressed accommodation of government and other employees, there is
not one that will admit a Negro, whatever his qualities and qualifica
tions; and further, that Howard, the one institution for colored people,
has had to cut off evening classes and undergraduate students in order
to win the desired “ A ” rating among American colleges and universi
ties. And yet again, that while the average American mind is satis
fied to accept and exploit as preachers of Negro religion the “Happy
Am I” type of leaders, Frelinghuysen has the only non-sectarian School
of Religion in Washington where our religious and social workers may
be instructed after work hours in a manner needed by all segregated
Americans to speak, think and live according to the highest and truest
American standards for the enlightened Christian of today.
I am,
Sincerely yours,
A N N A J. COOPER.

March 11, 1937.
Dr. L. R. Alderman,
Director of Educational Division,
Works Progress Administration,
Washington, D.C.
My Dear Dr. Alderman:
I am advised that Anna J. Cooper, formerly of Raleigh, N.C., but
now residing at 201 T Street, Northwest, this city, has made applica
tion for a position in your organization, and in the event of a vacancy
for which she is found qualified I hope you may find it possible to util
ize her services.
She is at the present time president of Frelinghuysen University,
and her work in that capacity has been very highly endorsed by promi
nent citizens, both white and colored, in Washington and in North

FRELINGHUYSEN UNIVERSITY

75

Carolina. I have in my files letters in her behalf from some very promi
nent citizens of Raleigh, in each of which she is represented to me as
a woman of unquestionable character and of splendid ability. She is
highly educated and I am satisfied that she will be found energetic,
thoroughly reliable and in every way well qualified to perform satisfac
torily the duties of the position for which she has applied.
I am very glad to recommend Anna J. Cooper to you, and you may
be assured that your earnest and careful consideration of her applica
tion will be very much appreciated.
Sincerely yours,
HAROLD D. COOLEY.
Member of Congress, North Carolina.

APP E A L TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT A N D OFFICIALS OF THE
F.E.R .A. FOR SCHOLARSHIP AID FOR AD U LT EDUCATION
February 23, 1936.
His Excellency,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States.
[On the occasion of his accepting the honorary degree of Doctor of Juris
prudence from Temple University, founded 75 years ago in Phila
delphia by Russell Conway, author of “ Acres of Diamonds.” ]
My Dear President Roosevelt:
This is a “ giving” not a “ getting’’ letter, and it is because I felt
the great heartthrobs behind your warm friendly speech from Temple
College yesterday, applauding a school started 75 years ago for the
underprivileged by an untitled, unknown man of vision and faith in his
kind, that has grown through the devotion and energy of that man to
number its thousands from an insignificant beginning of seven obscure
students, when the great head of this mighty nation received with the
strong human handclasp of democratic appreciation an honor ripened
in such humble soil, I dared to hope and believe that Franklin Roose
velt the man would understand and sympathize with our story, even
though “ the President” may not be allowed ever to come in contact
with the situation I here describe.
Frelinghuysen is financed strictly on its earnings from the very
moderate tuition charged its students. Its instructors, who are without
exception of standard qualifications, have, besides, the outstanding
merit of giving cheerfully their best to this part-time community ser
vice without salaries. The great need of the school and the sustaining
contribution it asks from philanthropy is the necessary scholarships to
enable worthy but indigent students to keep their place in school. Fortyfive dollars pays a year’s tuition in the School of Religion, $65 in the
academy, $85 in the School of Law. Four scholarships in religion,
three in law, three in the academy— ten in all— are pathetically needed.
More could be worthily used, of course, but this modest figure of $630
would give educational life, wholesome growth and spiritual content
to ten of the most hungry minds of this community.
In a letter of April 15, 1935, the Commissioner of Education writes.:
“ My Dear Dr. Cooper:
“ Your letter of recent day respecting the Frelinghuysen
University has been given consileration. I have taken up the
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matter with some of my associates here in order to see if there
is any way in which the Office of Education can assist. I
sympathize with you in your efforts to serve a neglected group,
but under the circumstances it does not appear that there is
anything that we can do to aid your school or your students.
It is sincerely hoped that whatever technicality stands in the
way of your obtaining FE R A aid may be removed.
“ Very cordially yours,
“ (Signed): J. W . STU D EB AK ER .,,

An appeal referred to Dr. L. R. Alderman, director of Education
Division of W P A , brought this discouraging response: “ The only type
of aid which FER A has been giving students has been in the form of
part-time jobs by means of which students are able to earn an average
of $15 a month.” The man who has a job and a family to support
manifestly need not apply.
We respectfully urge that if it can be done consistently with your
already crushing cares of state, a suggestion may come from the Presi
dent himself to remove the “ technicality” that hinders correction of an
unintentional oversight.
It is only service that we have to give, and we believe our service
is needed and worth expanding and extending. We respectfully submit
that a forgotten group are here pleading for a chance to put in time
after work hours in study for larger outlook on life and better com
munity service.
I trust I am pardoned the presumption of this appeal to the Presi
dent of the United States. I shall be most gratefully happy if he can
give it even a moment’s consideration.
With greatest respect and loyalty, I am,
Sincerely,
A N N A J. COOPER.
j

;

END QUOTES

$

And that is all for now. And may be all for tomorrow
too. The gentle reader deserves more than thanks for kindly
interest throughout this recital. I shall be 80 my next birth
day and that is as near as August 10, 1939. Forget it ye
who can. A decade is long enough for one to head the fight
for recognition. If I hear no objection I want to continue
teaching as long as the brain functions clearly, but any one
who covets my salary as president may have that part of the
job. I have had no theorem to demonstrate, no point to prove.
I have no fight against ideologies— not even Mr. Hitler’s. If
afflicted or gifted with inferiority or superiority complexes
I am not aware of them. Regrettable but human it is that
those who have arrived, or who think they have, are so com
pletely committed to conformity they lean backwards in the
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effort to stand straight, allowing not the slightest deviation
from their notion of accepted norms. If it makes such per
sons happier to write Q.E.D. after my failures and by logic
damn the racial group in which my struggle has operated,
far be it from me to poison the well spring of their content
ment and put a fly in their precious unguents.
From a child I have wanted my giving to be something dif
ferent from the cold potato variety of charity. And deter
mined to leave, on passing, something more presentable than
the inevitable old shoes. A few years ago two drunken automobilists speeding in opposite directions on Second Street,
smashed into my iron fence demolishing eighty dollars worth
of it. For two years it remained an eyesore. The driver
who was insured proved to the satisfaction of his insurance
company that the damage was caused by the other in a stolen
car who was never identified. Doubtless passers-by thought
in those two years and said: “ A tumble down corner, a Ne
gro neighborhood of course. Down at the heels and out at
the elbows— you can always tell.” On the other side of Jor
dan that saying will hurt if consciousness continues and I am
permitted to retain memories of things temporal. This ex
plains my anxiety to promote the relation of vassal and overlord between Frelinghuysen and Howard to insure protec
tion for all time against the wastage and dissipation of
values through irresponsible or selfish individualism. It may
be that cooperation in the service of education remains now
the final problem to be worked out by and for our racial
group. And the great university on the Hill and the modest
“ Group” for employed adults in the vale may furnish just
the laboratory for its solution at the Nation’s Capital.
John C. Calhoun is reported to have said a Negro capable
of conjugating the Greek verb and construing the Latin sub
junctive would have answered all the arguments for Ameri
can slavery. That was easy. Scarboro at Wilberforce wrote
a whole Greek Grammar and taught it and then edited the
text of Andacides (whatever that is) and the answer is not
yet. Neither does the change of heart among the Calhouns
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and the Clays, splendid as it is, give the full answer. “ The
fault, dear Brutus, is not wholly with the stars.”
Education, like Freedom, must have its mainspring from
within. It cannot be put on like the latest fashion in cloaks
nor ladled out by special recipe for carefully analyzed com
plexions. Nor can we complain if they who pay the fiddler
dictate the tune and limit the dancing. The way of sacrifice is
the road to conquest. And no one gains the athlete’s strength
by cajoling the umpire.
Special legislation old and new will not lift us into the reali
zation of our priceless heritage if we sit supinely waiting
for laws and rules to wipe out squalor, ignorance and vice.
It is not for me to measure successes or failure, but for my
single self I would rather rate an obscure footnote in the
Book of Life for helping to steer a wavering mentality into
the fruitful waters of American citizenship than to have
piloted a subsidized plane to the frozen Poles and back. And
if my “ rathers” seem good to me then “ good” it is, and there
is one who says:
“ However things may seem, no good thing is failure,
no evil thing success,” and no less a personage than Woodrow
Wilson is responsible for the ever true pronouncement: “ I
would rather fail in a cause I am sure will in the end succeed,
than succeed in one that I know deserves to fail and must and
will inexorably fail.” Goodbye and “ Thanks for everything.”
ANNA J. COOPER, Teacher.
“ They might not need me— yet they might;
I’ll let my heart be just in sight.
A smile so small as mine might be
Precisely their necessity.”
Emily Dickinson.

Alma Mater Song
Words by
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Onward ever be her watchword, she must never fail;
Hail to thee, O Alma Mater, Frelinghuysen, Hail!

III.

Cherished by her sons and daughters, memories still shall throngRound our hearts, 0 Alma Mater, as we sing thy song.

IV.

“ Forward,” ever be thy motto, we will never fail—
Hail to thee, our Alma Mater! Frelinghuysen, Hail!
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